Price  i  s»  6  d. 


X- 


-  f  •  ,  '• 

'.V  ■' 


\  I, 

■,J 


k 


jr* 


j^,r> 

/ 1  H 

Viv? 

•: 

*.  ,‘j 

*** 

0 


^  .*• 


<* 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2019  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


*»  '■  •  V. 


I-  fu  ► 

5  5; 


*  r*\ 


*’  •  c 


•  v  •  '>» 


s  ' .  • 


r*  ’ 

*  t. 


■ 

.tw  .  4 


. 


r  t  "  1  ■  •"  i*  e 

i  '  *  -  '  *  *•  ■ 


a*  L  -  ' 


' 


T  H  E 


S  in  fome  former 
Writings  I  have  fpo- 


ken  meanly  of  th 
Schemes  of  Natural 
Philohophy  formed 
by  the  Ancients,  par¬ 
ticularly  of  the  Sy- 
ftem  invented  by  Arijiotle ,  notwith- 
ftgnding  the  great  Figure  he  made 

A  2  in 
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in  the  Colleges  of  Learning  for  many 
Ages.,  though  other  Labours  of  that 
celebrated  Author  are  very  valuable  : 
fo  I  have  not  paid  to  Hippocrates ,  and 
the  ancient  Phylicians,  his  Succeflors,. 
that  Eftecrn  and  Veneration^,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  Medicinal  Knowledge: 
and  Abilities  in  curing  Difeafes,  as  the 
Generality  of  our  Faculty  have  thought:- 
their  Due.  Not  but  that  I  think 
they  merit  great  Refpeft  and  Honour 
for  thofe  imperfect  Attainments  they 
acquired,  while  the  Art  of  Healing 
was  low  ,  rude,  and  uncultivated, 
which  is  common  to  all  other  Arts  at 

V  -1*  ^  «'  -  L  *  * 

their  firLk  Rife  j  but  when  it  is  fet  a- 
gainft  its  prefen t  Decree  of.  Maturity, 
by  the  Improvements  received  from 
the  Induftry,  Experience  and  Sagacity 
of  their  lateft  SucceUors,  the  Endow- 
ments  of  the  Ancients  are  cclipfed 
and  greatly  fuffer  by  the  Companion, 
The  Moderns  therefore  muft  in  Rea- 

'  .  r 

lity  be  accounted  the  Fathers,  and  the 
Ancients  the  Novices,  who  ffouriflied 

T  y  J  •  t»  .  i  ■  •  i  <  .  ■'  i  ■"  J  »  *  *  >.h-  t  •  v 
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-  when  Phyfick  was  in  its  State  of  In¬ 
fancy  ;  and  certainly  the  Students  and 
1  Profeflors  of  it,  mu  ft  have  been  an 
unaccountable  Race  of  Men,  if  they 
|  have  not  in  a  Series  of  more  than 
Two  Thoufand  Years,  brought  their 
Art  to  greater  Ripenefs,  and  more 
Perfection.,  than  it  had  at  fir  ft  ;  which 
however  I  conceive  they  have  not 
much  effe&ed  till  the  Two  laft  Cen¬ 
turies. 


To  th  is  Opinion  I  adhere,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  that  I  meet  with  in  the 
celebrated  Writings  of  the  Divine  old 
Man  Hippocrates ,  or  the  Divine  young 
Man,  our  Countryman,  who  to  his 
Immortal  Honour  has  commented  on 

*  ...  ,  .  i  .*»  t 

part  of  them  with  aftonilhing  Pene¬ 
tration,  and  an  immenfe  Profufton  of 
profound  Learning  j  where  from  the 
Creek  Text  he  draws  fo  many  fur- 
prizing  and  important  Inferences,  as 
no  Man  unbleft  with  fuch  a  r  pitmen- 
tadve  Faculties ,  could  ever  have 

A  3  brought 
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brought  to  Light  ,  and  ft  is  pity  he: 
had  not  proceeded  j  for  by  fuchi 
Strength  of  Reafon  and  Felicity  ini 
interpreting,  who  knows  but  he  might: 
have  dilcovercd  in  Hippocrates ,  not 
only  more  wife  Maxims  of  Phylick,, 
but.  like  wile  all  other  Arts  and  Sci¬ 
ences,  which  fharp-ftghted  Commen¬ 
tators  have  clearly  found  out  in  their 
admired  Homer?  Neverthtlefs ,  I  (Villi 
fay  that  I  am  unable  to  difeern  the 
extraordinary  Beauties,  and  prodigi¬ 
ous  Hoards  of  Knowledge ,  which 
fome  ft  ud  ions  Del  vers  imagine  they 
have  broke  open  in  the  old  Man’s  Lu¬ 
cubrations. 

•  '  .r.'  '  '  •  '  \ 

It  is  true,  fome  Perfons,  unhappily 
deftitute  of  an  arguing  Head,  and 
modern  Improvements,  acquired  by 
Reafon  and  Experience ,  in  hopes 
however  of  being  accounted  great 
Scholars,  ft  rive  to  enrich  themfelves 
by  the  venerable  Du  ft  and  Cobwebs 
colletfted  with  immenfe  Labour,  from 
-  /  the 
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the  mouldring  Volumes  of  ancient 
Phyficians  *  and  think  they  dial!  fliine 
in  the  Dark.,  like  pu trifled  Wood  or 
corrupt  Flefhj  among  obfcure  and  ob- 
folete  Authors,  almoft  buried  in  Obli¬ 
vion:  And  while  they  teize  and  di- 
flurb  the  Quiet  of  their  Anceftors , 
they  mif-fpend  their  Hours  in  interpret¬ 
ing  and  polifhing  the  defe£live  raw 
Performances  left  to  the  World  bv 

*  i  ■  *  ■  Jh 

thofe  commendable  young  Beginners, 
who  above  Two  Thoufand  Years  agos 
firft  applied  to  the  Study  of  the  heal¬ 
ing  Artj  and  in  digging  in  un  profits- 
ble  Mines,  where  the  Tra (h  and  Rub- 
bifh  infinitely  exceed  the  little  glim- 
mering  Oar  fcattered  very  fparingly 
through  a  Chaos  of  Confofion.  The 
Play  is  not  here  worth  the  Candle  j 
for  though  our  Students  fhould  never 
read  any  Authors  in  Phyfick  ,  but 
thofe  that  wrote  in  the  Two  lafi  Cen- 

4  i  * 

turies,  they  would  want  however  no 
elder  Writers  to  make  them  accom- 
plifned  Phyficians.  Nor  do  Jjfpeak 

A  4  thus 
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thus  of  the  low  Abilities  and  Skill  ofi 
the  Primitive  Mjculapian  Race.,  be- 
caufe  I  am  not  acquainted  with  them 

-  ®  -  A  »  J* 

but  became  1  am.  I  know,  by  con- 
with  them,  that  they  are  For 
the  in  oft  Part  in  lipid.,  and  uninftru- 

>any.  ;  4  ”  ■ 
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1  am  well  plea  fed  to  pay  thole 
Gentlemen  that  Tranflate  and  Com- 
ment  upon  ancient  Authors.,  the  Ho¬ 
nour  and  Efteem  due  to  them  for 
their  Labours  and  Learning  ;  for  in  a 
large  Senfe  of  that  Word.,  I  believe  it 
may  be  given  to  that  inferior  Kind  of 

intelle&ual  Endowments  that  conlifts 

*  *  ■  '  * 

in  the  Knowledge  of  Words  and 
Languages.,  and  not  of  Things/ and 
the  nfeful  Do&rines  of  Arts  and  Sci- 

t  ■ 

cnees  *  but  then  I  deteft  the  fuperci- 
lious  Airs,  the  Gftcntatious  'AfiFe&a- 

»•.  *  *s 

tion  and  Dogmatical  Pedantry  that 
fo  often  accompany  this  loweft  CJafs 
of  Schol  ars  j  that  by  all  their  Skilful- 
nefe  in  Tongues.,  and  Critical  Saga- 
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c\ty3  are  only,  at  leaft  chiefly,  able  to 
tranflate  or  expound,  fometimes  to 
guels  at,  and  fometimes  explain  an 
obfcure,  and  perhaps  infignificant  Paf- 
fage  in  an  old  Writer.  For  what  is 
this,  compared  with  the  Knowledge 
of  Philofophy,  Theology,  Medicine 
and  Mathematicks,  that  improve  our 
Intellefhial  Faculties,  refine  and  exalt 
Reafon,  and  fill  the  Mind  with  noble 
and  beneficial  Ideas  ?  What  Title  have 

^  ..  -  A  -v  f  * 

fuch  Grammarians ,  Translators  and 

„«  * 

Commentators  on  ancient  Pagan  Wri¬ 

ters,  w  ho  only  inform  themfelves,  and 
the  World,  or  think  they  do,  what 
other  Men  faid,  meant  or  knew,  to 
be  dignified  with  the  Appellation  of 
great  Scholars?  Are  the  meer  Readers 
pf  many  Volumes,  and  the  Mafters 
only  of  Words,  Languages,  or  the 
Hiftory  of  Learning,  any  thing 
more  than  Tinder-Labourers  and  Fid- 
pers  in  the  Colleges  of  Learning,  to 
bring  in  and  prepare  Materials  for  Men 
of  Genius  and  Judgment  to  exercife 

their 
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their  Reafon  upon?  But  I  muft  not. 
here  purfue  this  Argument,  left  I  an* 
ticipate  my  felf  j  having  referved  a  ful¬ 
ler  Vindication  of  my  Opinion  ini 
thefe  Matters, .  for  a  future  Difcourfe 
intended  on  this  Subjeft. 


I  pay  likewife  due  Regard  to  the 
Phyficians  of  the  firft  Ages,  as  Hifto- 
rians  or  credible  Recorders  of  Matters 
of  Fa£l ,  efpecially  of  their  own 
Times :  And  as  fuch  I  have  Recourfe 

r  *  ^ 

to  them,  and  have  made  great  Ufe  of 
them  in  the  following  Ditlertation  ; 
to  fhew  what  Notions  in  Phyfick  pre¬ 
vailed  in  their  Days,  what  internal 
Medicines,  and  what  external  Appli¬ 
cations,  and  manual  Operations  they 
made  Ufe  of,  and  likewife  what  Opi¬ 
nions  and  Methods  of  Cure  obtained 


in  their  Time.  For  the  Subje£f  of 
the  following  Deputation  depending 
on  Matters  of  Fa&,  I  have  called  in 
Aid  the  Authority  of  the  eldeft  Wri¬ 
ters  to  prove  roy  Adertions.  And 

though 
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though  the  Moderns,  in  my  Opinion, 
generally  excel  the  Ancients  in  Know¬ 
ledge  and  Skill  in  curing  Difeafes,  yet 
in  the  Point  about  the  Life  of  the 
Spleen ,  the  Ancients  feem  to  have 
jufter  Sentiments. 

j  >  '  „  S  f 

My  Reafoning  in  the  following  Pa¬ 
ges,  is  founded  on  Fafts  warranted  by 
fufficient  Tcftimony,  which  only  is  de¬ 
cisive  in  fuch  Arguments :  And  not- 
withstanding  the  Knowledge  that  we 
gain  by  Teftimony,  does  not  refult 
from  the  fame  Sort  of  Evidence,  yet 
it  is  no  lefs  certain,  than  the  Conclu- 
.lions  drawn  from  Mathematical  De- 

*  \  i  r  l  * 

monftration,  and  Scientific  Principles  * 
for  no  Certainty  acquired  by  any  Me¬ 
thod  of  Fveafoning ,  can  be  greater 
than  that  which  leaves  no  Ground  of 
doubting  in  the  Mind.  1  am  as  cer¬ 
tain  that  King  Charles  the  Firft  once 
reigned  in  England,  that  there  are  In¬ 
habitants  in  the  Eajl  and  Wejl-lndies  j 

and  that  there  are  fuch  Cities  as  Vienna 

and 
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and  Conlidtttmopkj  as  if  I  had  feed 
them,  upon  the  Credit  and  Attefta- 
tion  of  Thou  lands  that  have  been.! 
there  ^  iuch  as  cotild  not  be  deceived 
themfelves,  nor  confpire  to  deceive 
me  •  no  Reafon  being  to  be  afligned, 
why  fuch  Numbers  of  different  Coun¬ 
tries  and  Times ,  fliould  combine  to 
impofe  a  Falfliood  on  me  in  this  Cafe  £ 
for  this  would  be  to  aflert  an  Effed 
without  a  Caufe,  Nor  could  they  be 
deceived  themfelves  ;  for  if  I  doubted 
whether  the  Senfes  of  Millions  of  Men 
might  be  deceived,  I  might  with  more 
Reafon  fufped  the  Credibility  of  my 
own  ;  it  being  harder  ■  to  . 
the  Senfes  of  Multitudes  fliould  be 
cheated,  than  thole  of  a  Angle  Per- 
fon. 


And  on  this  depends  the  Know¬ 
ledge  and  Belief  of  all  Fads  that  have 
not  fallen  under  the  Cognizance  of 
our  own  Senfes.  If  then  any  fliould 

doubt  of  the  Validity  of  my  Proofs. 

be 


I 


jbecaufe  they  rely  on  the  Tefiimony  of 
Perfons  that  lived  many  Hundred  Years 
ago,  let  them  be  careful  left  they 
fhahe  the  Credibility  of  Hiftory,  and 
render  it  all  uncertain. 

"*  a 


If  any  Obje&ion  is  made  to  the 
Credit  of  any  Author  I  have  quoted 
to  make  good  my  Pofitions,  let  it  be 
conlidcrcd,  whether  that  Author  af¬ 
firms  the  Faci  of  his  own  Knowledge, 
or  only  that  it  was  reported  and  af- 
lerted  by  others  ’  and  in  this  Cafe  he 
is  a  good  Witnefs  of  the  Report,  or 
Hearfay ,  though  not  of  the  I  a cb  it 
felf.  This  I  mention,  becaufe  I  have 
fometimes  cited  feveral  Writers,  to 
teftify  only  that  fuch  and  fuch  Things 
Were  fa  id  or  praftifed  by  others, 
J  Sometimes  I  have  quoted  Authors, 
that  are  not  to  be  believed  in  all 
Things  that  they  affirm ,  fome  of 
which  they  took  up  too  haftily,  and 
without  due  Deliberation,  or  from  a 
too  greduloiis  pilpofitiop  of 


i 
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thefe  may  be  relied  on  however  in 
other  Gales,  where  their  Narration  has 
no  fabulous  Air,  and  when  no  juft 
ground  of  Sufpicion  lies  again  ft  it  j 
otherwife  there  would  not  be  many 
uninfpired  Hiltorians ,  Eccleliaftical 
or  Prophane,  whofe  Teftimony  could 
be  clear  and  convincing  j  Once  almoft 
all  ancient  Hiftories  are  fprinkled  with 
fuch  Paflages :  And  therefore  if  I  have 
cited  any  Author  that  elfewhere  has 
fome  fabulous  ftorics,  that  for  which 
I  cite  him  is  not  to  be  rejctftcd,  till  it 
is  (hewn  that  the  Paffage  which  S 
quote,  is  one  of  thole  that  are  falfe 

or  doubtful 

*  « 

Some  are  prejudiced  again  ft  the 
Truth  of  many  Fafts  recorded  in  un- 
queftionable  Authors ,  becaufe  they 
fee  no  fuch  Cuftom  or  Praftice  in  their 
Days :  But  they  ought  to  refleft  that 
many  real  Arts  and  Cuftoms ,  in  a 
great  Space  of  Time,  have  been  loft 
and  given  over.  Fancirollus ,  in  his 

Book 
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Book  on  this  Subje&,  enumerates  ma¬ 
ny,  and  it  is  certain  there  are  various 
furprizing  and  curious  Things,  that 
fee  in  incredible,  which  if  well  atteft- 
ed,  fhould  be  received  as  true. 

Could  I  have  had  Acceft  to  any  Co¬ 
pious  Library,  Publick  or  Private,  to 
have  confulted  feveral  Authors  I 
wanted  ,  particularly  thofe  that  have 
written  of  the  Difeafes  of  Horfes,  and 
the  Method  of  their  Cure,  this  Dif- 
courfe  misbt  have  come  abroad  with 

O 

better  Finifhing  :  But  as  it  is,  I  hope 
it  will  prove  that  my  Hypothesis  is  no 
Dream,  or  empty  Speculation.  I  will 
add  no  more  than  this,  That  the  Au¬ 
thorities  I  have  cited,  J  have  for  the 
moft  Part  taken  from  the  Authors 
themfelves ;  and  for  the  reft,  I  depend 
on  the  Learning  and  Integrity  of  cele¬ 
brated  Writers,  to  whom  I  refer. 

f  .f  /  6  •?.  >V  #  r  $  ■  *  v  v  *  ' 
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Lines,  Albucafis  rte  Arab  pratth’d  like  this  Exfechon. 
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A 

Critical  Diflertation 


U  P  O  N  T  H iE 


SPLEEN, 

So  far  as  concerns  the  following  Quejlicn  * 


Whether  the  Spleen  is  necejjary  or  ufeful 
to  the  Animal  po fiefs' d  of  it  ? 

Have  publilhed  my 
Opinion  in  the  Nega¬ 
tive,  and  given  Reafons 
to  fupport  it  in  my  Ejfay 
on  the  Spleen ,  and  in  my 
Treatife  on  Hypocondria- 
cal  and  Hyjlerick  Affecti¬ 
ons-,  lately  Printed,  The 
Firft  of  thefe  Writings  has  been  abroad 
fome  Years,  and  having  heard  of  no  An- 

B  fiver. 
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fwer,  nor  been  made  acquainted  with  any 
Objeftions  to  it,  but  on  the  contrary,  ha¬ 
ving  been  told  by  feveral  capable  Judges,, 
that  they  looked  on  the  Proof  I  had  given, 
as  fufficient  to  eftabiilh  my  Affertion,  I  con¬ 
cluded,  and,  as  I  imagined,  with  good  Rea- 
fon,  that  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Profeiliont 
acquiefced  in  the  Evidence  I  had  produced! 
to  fupport  my  Hypothefis.  But  while  my 
Treatife  of  the  Spleen  was  in  the  Prefs,  B 
received  a  Letter  from  Dr.  Sevaell an  inge¬ 
nious  and  learned  Phyfician,  who  tells  me, 
that  in  his  Judgment,  the  Evidence  I  have 
offered  is  not  convincing  and  fatisfaclory  T 
though  he  gives  no  Reafons  to  overthrow: 
its  Validity:  He  allows  however,  that  if  I 
can  make  it  appear,  that  an  Animal  de¬ 
prived  of  the  Spleen,  may  live  in  a  State: 
of  Health,  as  others  do,  that  are  not  thus 
caftrated  ,  he  will  then  acknowledge  that 
the  Spleen  is  unufeful,  as  to  Individuals. 

This  1  thought  I  had  done  in  the  Writing 
above-cited ,  which  lias  not  yet  been  con¬ 
futed.  But  fince  this  learned  Gentleman 
and  perhaps  many  others,  do  not  believe 
that  I  have  fufticiently  demonftrated  the 
Truth  of  my  Proposition;  that  is,  that! 
Animals  can,  and  have  lived  in  Health  and 
Vi  got,  when  that  Bowel  has  been  extraded 
from  their  Bodies,  I  have  undertaken  in 
this  Differtation,  to  vindicate  rny  Opinion,, 
and  to  produce  inch  further  Evidence  tc 
4  con- 
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confirm  it,  as  I  hope  will  leave  no  Doubt  or 
Hesitation  in  impartial  Judges,  and  fuch 
as  have  no  Paffion  to  continue  uncon¬ 
vinced. 

But  before  I  enter  direCtly  upon  my 
Proofs,  I  mull,  for  the  right  hating  of  the 
Queftion,  premife,  that  I  do  not  aifert  that 
an  Animal,  after  the  Excifion  or  Destructi¬ 
on  of  his  Spleen,  will  undergo  no  Change 
or  Alteration  at  all  •,  for  we  fee  that  Some 
Change  or  Alteration  happens  to _  Eunuchs, 
in  refpect  of  their  Shape  ,  their  Beards, 
their  manly  Afpect  and  Voices,  who  how¬ 
ever  live  in  good  Health,  and  as  long,  as 
Men  uncaStrated  ^  but  what  I  affirm  is,  that 
they  fuSFer  no  Variation  that  is  incontinent 
with  long  Life  and  Health,  and  feel  no  Di-- 
eafes,  as  the  consequent  Effect  of  the  Lofs 
of  their  Spleen.  Nor  do  I  affert  that  the 
Extraction"  of  the  Spleen  Should  never  be 
attended  with  Difeafes,  as  a  Confequent  fol¬ 
lows  an  Antecedent,  but  J  affirm  that  fuch 
Difeafes  do  not  follow  as  Effects  from  their 
Canfes  :  For  fuch  Animals  as  have  loft  their 
Soleen,  may  fall  into  fatal  Distempers,  to 
which  the  Species  is  obnoxious  but  this  is 
the  fame  Cafe  with  others,  that  continue  to 
enjoy  that  Bowel:  And  I  never  pretended 
that  this  ©Deration  of  extracting  the  Spleen, 

•  would  make  an  Animal  Immortal,  and  free 
him  from  all  Diftempers  incident  to  me 

Kind :  An  Eunuch  may-  dye  of  me  lame 

B  2  Hn- 
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Difeafes  that  other  Men  do,  though  none  of 
them  are  owing  to  his  Eviration. 

\  . 


U-  '  ,  -  t  ,  . 

SECTION  I. 

I  '  jf 

Aving  thus  hated  the  Queftion,  I 
proceed  to  my  Proofs  •,  and  fhall 
do  it  in  this  Order.  I  will  firft 
make  it  appear,  that  in  the  eldeft 
Ages,  and  in  various  Countries,  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  ufed  to  cut  out  the  Spleen  of  certain 
Horfes  and  Mares,  without  any  Diminution 
of  their  Health  and  Activity.  Secondly,  I 
will  prove  that  this  Excilion  of  the  Spleen 
was  likewife  practiled  by  celebrated  Phyft- 
cians  among  the  Ancients,  upon  their  Pati¬ 
ents.  Thirdly,  That  great  Numbers  of  the 
ancient  Phyficians  were  directed  in  their 
Practice,  by  this  Itedfafl  Belief,  that  the 
Spleen  was  not  only  a  ufelefs,  but  a  noxious 
Organ  j  and  that  therefore  they  that  did  not 
come  up  to  Exfeftion  or  EvifUration,  and 
other  violent  external  Methods  of  extir¬ 
pating  and  deftroying  it,  yet  believed  that 
it  might,  and  ought  to  be  confumed  and 
wafted  by  irt  'rnal  Remedies  •,  and  that  ma¬ 
ny  of  their '  Remedies  in.  this  Diftemper, 

were 
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were  prefcribed  for  this  Purpofe.  And 
Fourthly,  I  fhall  make  it  appear,  that  Phy- 
ficians  and  Anatomifts  in  fucceeding  Ages, 
till  this  Time,  have  (hewn  that  feveral  Ani¬ 
mals,  as  Dogs,  Cats,  &c.  may  furvive  the 
Lofs  of  the  Spleen ,  and  continue  in  a 
healthful  State  without  it. 

I  lhall  produce  undeniable  Evidence,  that 
this  Opinion,  that  the  Spleen  is  unnecelfa- 
ry,  and  of  no  Ufe  to  the  Individual,  has 
prevailed  with  an  uninterrupted  Succeffion 
in  the  World  in  all  Ages,  from  the  eldefl 
•  Antiquity  ;  and  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  was 
never  oppofed,  till  I  publifhed  my  Elfay 
upon  the  Spleen  ;  and  then,  when  fome 
Phyficians  and  Anatomifts  plainly  difcern- 
ed,  that  if  this  Propofition  was  granted, 
that  an  Animal  may  live  without  his  Spleen, 
and  that  without  any  apparent  Diminution 
of  Health,  the  Confequence  would  be  una¬ 
voidable,  that  this  Bowel  was  framed  to 
be  fubfervient  to  the  Propagation  of  the  Spe¬ 
cies  *,  for  if  it  were  of  no  Ufe,  either  to 
the  Prefervation  of  the  Individual,  or  the 
Propagation  of  the  Species,  it  mull  be 
wholly  impertinent,  and  made  in  vain; 
which  is  to  affirm,  that  an  Intelligent,  and 
infinite  wife  Caufe,  may  ad  without  De- 
fign,  and  for  no  End  :  They  began,  as  I 
am  lately  informed,  to  helitate  and  nibble 
at  the  Matter  of  Fad,  and  to  doubt  if  my 
Affiertion  was  eftablifhed  upon  fufficient  Au- 
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thorities  and  Experiments,  and  then  fug- 
gelled  that  the  Evidence  I  had  brought  was 
not  fatisfadory,  and  fufficient  to  demon- 
ilrate,  that  an  Animal  deprived  of  his 
Spleen,  may  not  only  live,  but  live  without 
any  Difeafes,  as  the  confequent  Effeds  of 
fuch  Deprivation, 

I  have  therefore  for  the  Confirmation  of 
my  Hypothefis,  and  for  the  Convidion  of 
all,  who  have  no  ftrong  Disinclination  or 
Relu dance  to  receive  it,  penn’d  the  follow¬ 
ing  Difcourfe.  And  as  I  fa  id  above,  I  will 
demonftrate  that  my  Opinion  is  no  fanci¬ 
ful  or  novel  Notion,  but  the  fame  that  has 
obtained  and  prevailed,  without  Controui 
or  Contradidion,  through  all  Ages,  and  in 
various  Countries  :  Thus,  I  hope,  I  fhall 
have  Univerfality  and  Antiquity,  and  un¬ 
interrupted  Succeflion  on  my  Side,  in  the 
mod  extenlive  Degree  that  can  be  de- 
fired. 

I  will  begin  my  Evidence,  by  fhewing 
that  the  Milt  or  Spleen  has  frequently,  and 
through  a  long  Series  of  Years,  been  taken 
out  of  Horfes,  without  any  Detriment  or 
Diminution  of  Health  j  but  on  the  contra¬ 
ry,  in  fome  Refpeds  to  great  Advantage. 
In  the  Kingdom  of  ferfia ,  fo  many  Centu¬ 
ries  ago  as  the  Reign  of  Ahafnerns ,  the 
fame,  with  Artaxerxes  . 'Longimamis ,  as  the 
‘convincing  Reafons  of  the  learned  Dodor 
Yrideaux  make  me  believe,  it  was  a  Cuflom 
•  to 
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to  evifcerate  or  extract  by  manual  Opera¬ 
tion,  the  Milt  or  Spleen  from  Horfes  and 
Mares,  that  were  kept  to  carry  the  King’s 
Difpatches  and  Orders  to  any  diftant  Pro¬ 
vince  of  the  Empire,  to  give  them  more 
Agility,  and  fwifter  Feet.  And  as  Meffen- 
gers  employed  for  the  like  Purpofe  by  the 
Greeks ,  were  filled  Aa.uTmdvg'&n  cat 
that  bore  Lamps  or  Torches  by  Succdlion, 
fo  thefe  were  call’d  a  ypgtfjL.tccnttpfepi  cat  Six- 
dbT,  Letter  Carriers  by  Suceeffion,  Cou¬ 
riers  or  Expreffes,  who  gave  up  their  Pack¬ 
ets  at  certain  Stages  to  others,  ready  to  re¬ 
ceive  them-,  and  fo  on,  till  by  one  after 
another,  the  Mail  was  carried  to  the  Place, 
where  it  was  ordered  to  be  delivered  •,  or 
at  leaft  they  changed  their  Horfes  at  diffe¬ 
rent  Stations.  Thefe  Poftmen,  or  Expref¬ 
fes  of  the  King,  were  in  Perjia  called  Aft  a  ri¬ 
ds  ,  and  Angari  \  which  Word  afterward 
was  made  Greek:  And  becaufe  they  had 
Authority  to  take  from  the  Owners  by 
Companion,  what  Horfes  they  wanted  up¬ 
on  the  Road,  if  their  own  failed,  the  Verb 
ciyyzftvv ,  derived  from  that  Subftantive , 
fignitied  in  general  to  Force  or  Conflrain, 
in  which  Senfe  it  is  ufecl  by  Prophane  Au¬ 
thors,  and  more  tnan  once  b^y  the  Sacred. 
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a  See  Suid.  in  voce  a-yyctg&  ;  and  Grot  ins’s  Notes  on 
Kings  i.  5.  . 
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Penmen  of  the  New  Teftament  b.  And  the 
firft  Inftitution  or  Invention  of  Couriers  or 
Poft-Horfes  in  Perfia,  is  attributed  by  c 
Jpiophon  to  Cyrus.  Now  the  Perjians  be¬ 
lieving  that  the  Spleen  was  a  great  Enemy 
to  long  and  equal  Breathing,  and  therefore 
a  great  Burden  and  Encumbrance  on  Cour- 
fers  in  their  Running,  they  made  it  a  Pra¬ 
ctice  to  rid  their  Poft-Horfes  of  the  Clog  of 
that  Bowel-,  that  when  thus  freed,  they 
might  become  more  fleet  and  active,  and 
perform  their  Stages  with  greater  Expediti¬ 
on.  To  prove  this  Cuftom  of  the  Perfians , 
I  produce  the  Authority  of  the  Chaldee  Pa~ 
raphrafe  upon  Ejlher ,  Chap.  viii.  ver.  io. 
And  he  wrote  in  the  King  Ahafuerits*$  Name , 
and fealed  it-  with  the  Kings  Ring ,  and  fent 
Letters  by  Pojls  on  Horfeback ,  and  Riders  on 
Mules ,  Camels ,  and  young  Dromedaries. 

The  Chaldee  Paraphrafe  on  this  Place , 
cited  by  the  Learned  Bochart ,  d  in  the 
Original,  and  render’d  by  him  into  Latin , 
in  Englijo  is  thus  He  fent  thefe  Letters  by 
the  Hand  of  the  Couriers  running  upon 
Courfers,  and  riding  naked  upon  Poft- 
Horfes  and  Mares,  out  of  which  the  Milts 


h  See  Matth.  v.  41.  See  more  in  UlifTes  Adrovand.  L. 
de  quadrup.  de  ufu  equorum  in  Itinere  faciendo,&in 
C.  Gefner*  Lib.  de  Quadruped.  Solidep.  de  Equo. 

*  XenopK  Hi  ft.  L.  VIII.  p,  232.  Edit.  H.  Stepk 
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or  Spleens  had  been  taken,  and  Part  of  the 
Plants  of  their  Feet,  (i.  e.  the  Frogs)  pared 
away.  .  _ 

It  is  evident  from  this  Authority,  that  the 
Nation  of  the  Jews  at  that  Time,  mull  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  Excifion  or  extirpating  of 
the  Spleen,  might  be  performed  without 
any  Detriment  to  that  Sort  of  Animal  we 
have  mentioned,  otherwife  it  is  incredible 
that  any  of  their  Authors  would  have  in¬ 
vented  fuch  a  Story,  and  inferted  it  in  a  fo~ 
lemn  Paraphrafe  on  their  Sacred  Writings  ; 
and  if  they  could  have  done  fuchy  rafh  and 
extravagant  Thing,  it  is  alinoft  impofiible, 
but  that  fome  of  their  learned  Rabbins 
would  have  dete&ed  and  oppofed  fo  wild 
and  groundlefs  an  AfTertion ,  that  muft 
have  been  looked  upon  as  a  great  Blemifh 
and  Dilhonour  to  fuch  a  Paraphrafe.  And 
that  the  Jews  could  not  by  Credulity  be 
impofed  upon ,  and  drawn  in  by  meer 
Hear  fay,  and  infufficient  Tradition,  to  be¬ 
lieve  that  this  Cuflom  had  obtained  among 
the  Verfians  \  let  it  be  confidered,  that  du¬ 
ring  their  Captivity,  they  were  mingled 
with  that  Nation,  and  many  of  them  dwelt 
in  their  chief  Cities,  Babylon ,  and  Sufa, 
and  Ecbatana ,  where  their  Kings  at  diffe¬ 
rent  Seafons  had  their  Relidence,  and  tneie- 
fore  they  had  fufficient  Opportunities  of  in¬ 
forming  themfelves  i  by  the  Experiments 

th^v  faw,  that  the  Exfe&ion  of  the  Spleen 

/  '*  from 
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from  Horfes  and  Mares,  was  not  attended 
with  any  hurtful  Confequence.  And  from 
the  fir  ft  Information  of  thofe  Jews ,  who  in¬ 
habited  with  the  ferjians  fo  long,  no  doubt 
but  this  Tradition  was  propagated  among 
their  Countrymen  afterwards  in  Judea , 
who  generally  believed  this  Pradice. 

But  there  is  another  Authority,  that  this 
was  a  Cuftom  among  the  Jews  themfelves, 
long  before  the  Babylonijh  Captivity  and 
that  is  from  what  is  faid  in  the  Gemara , 
cited  likewife  by  the  before-mentioned 
learned  Author,  e  concerning  the  Fifty, 
Courfers,  that  i  Kings  i.  5.  Adonijah  is  faid 
to  have  provided  to  run  before  him  *,  that 
from  all  thofe  the  Spleen  was  taken  out, 
and  the  Soles  or  Frogs  of  their  Feet  were 
excavated  or  extirpated.  It  mu  ft  be  here 
obferved,  that  the  Queftion  is  not  whether 
the  Chaldee  Paraphrafe,  or  the  Gemara ,  be 
rightly  applied  to  the  Scriptures  ^before- 
mentioned,  but  whether  thefe  Authorities 
ailedged,  are  not  fufficient  to  prove  that  it 
was  the  Belief  of  the  Jeivijh  Nation,  that 
the  Spleen  might  be  fafely  fpared,  and  was 
a  dually  removed  from  the  Bodies  of 
Horfes ,  without  any  Prejudice  to  their 
Health.  And  if  it  be  faid,  that  the  Wri* 


*  Boohan  Tibi  fupra.  See  Gemara  Sanhedrim  5  C  * 
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tings  of  the  J-ewiJh  Doctors  often  abound 
with  fabulous  Stories,  and  therefore  they 
are  not  to  be  relied  on  in  this  Cafe:  Let 
it  be  confider’d,  that  this  Fad:  afferted  by 
the  Chaldee  Paraphrafe ,  or  the  Gemara , 
was  never  oppofed  or  denied  by  any  of 
their  Countrymen  •,  which  is  very  furpri- 
zing,  had  it  been  an  idle  and  groundlefs 
Story.  _  _  • 

Nor  mull:  all  Jewijh  Writers  in  the 
Lump  be  difcredited  and  condemned,  as 
Ludicrous  and  Romantick,  becaufe  many 
of  the  latter  Rabbins  have  fhewn  a  wanton 
Imagination,  and  have  been  very  fruitful  in 
improbable  Inventions.  Did  not  the  Greek 
Nation  once  gain  the  Name  of  Gr&cia  Men - 
dax,  and  mud  therefore  no  Greek  Hi  dorian 
be  credited?  And  muft  no  Englifh  Writers 
be  looked  upon  as  Chad,  Sincere,  and  fit  to 
be  relied  upon,  becaufe  Monkilh  Hiftorians, 
and  other  Popilh  Writers,  have  affronted 
Truth,  and  difhonoured  their  Country, 
either  from  a  carelefs  Credulity,  or  an  Affe¬ 
ctation  of  fabulous  Stories? 

Certainly  all  Narratives  mud  not  be  dif¬ 
credited,  which  are  found  in  fome  Hidori¬ 
ans  who  in  many  other  Facts  are  negligent 
and  raided  by  Fame,  and  groundlefs  Tradi¬ 
tion  :  for  then  Herodotus ,  and  other  fuch 
Writers,  mud  be  given  up,  and  difbelieved 

in  every  Thing  they  relate.  The  learned 
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f  Dr.  Pride aux  has  laid  down  the  Rules  we- 
are  to  go  by,  and  the  Marks  by  which  to- 
feparate  and  diftinguifh  true  and  credible 
Narratives,  from  falfe  and  incredible  in 
the  Jewijh  Authors  :  u  Although,  fays  he, 
tc  thefe  Writers  are  wretched  Hiftorians,  and. 
44  often  give  us  grofs  Fables,  inftead  of  true 
44  Narratives  yet  whenever  they  do  fo,  there 
44  is  either  fomething  Internal  in  the  Matter 
4£  related,  or  elfe  External  to  it  from  other 
tc  Evidences,  that  convict  them  of  the  Falfity : 
44  But  where  there  is  nothing  of  this,  the 
“  Teflimony  of  the  Hiftorian  is  to  Hand 
44  good  in  that  which  he  relates  of  his  owrt 
M  Country  and  People”. 

To  apply  this  Critical  difcriminating 
Canon  to  our  prefent  Purpofe  •,  what  the 
jfewijb  Writers  I  have  cited,  relate  con¬ 
cerning  the  Exfedion  of  the  Spleen  in  their 
own  Country  or  the  Tradition  that  pre¬ 
railed  among  them,  of  fuch  a  Cuflom  in 
Perfia ,  hath  nothing  intrinfick  to  the  Fad 
mentioned ,  nor  external  from  any  other 
Evidence,  that  weakens  the  Credibility  of 
what  they  affert:  On  the  contrary,  their 
Narrative  bears  a  full  Conformity  to  the 
Opinion  and  Pradice  of  other  Countries, 
as  I  fhall  foon  prove  •,  and  therefore  their 
Teflimony  being  corroborated  and  confirm- 

f  See  Prideauxi  Connection,  Vol.  II.  p.  4 xz.  Ed.  Fol. 
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ed  by  the  concurring  Evidence  of  various 
Writers,  in  various  Nations,  their  Report 
is  not  to  be  rejected,  but  muft  (land  good. 
The  Evidence  then  of  the  Chaldee  Para- 
phrafe,  and  the  Gemara ,  are  of  confidera- 
ble  Weight  in  this  Deputation,  if  taken 
alone  or  apart  *,  but  if  in  Conjunction  with 
the  Train  of  my  confequent  Proofs,  that 
mutually  enlighten,  confirm  and  ftrengthen 
one  another,  they  exert  yet  more  convin¬ 
cing  Force. 

Nor,  as  far  as  I  know,  has  this  Atiertion 
of  the  Hebrew  Writers  before-mentioned, 
been  oppofc-d  by  any  Foreigners.  The 
learned  Bilhop  Patrick ,  in  his  Comment  on 
Efther ,  Chap.  viii.  ver.  10.  And  he  wrote  in 
the  King  Ahafnernss  Name ,  and  fealed  it 
with  the  King's  Ring ,  and  fent  Letters ;  by 
Pods  on  Horfeback,  &c.  has  this  Exprefiion  •, 
“The  former  Targum  fays,  of  Horfes 
“  whofe  Spleens  were  cut  out,  and  their 
“  Hoofs  pared,  which  Bochart  (hows  in  his 
Hierozoicon .  was  fometimes  prafliied  • 
So  that  this  judicious  Prelate  allows  the 
Exfe&ion  of  the  Spleen  is  a  Matter  of  Eact, 
and  proved  to  be  fo  by  the  celebrated  Au¬ 
thor  before  cited  •,  and  had  not  this  been 
likewife  acknowledged  by  other  Cnticks, 
efpecially  thofewho  are  allowed  to  be  the 
mod  accomf  lifted  Mailers  of  the  Hebrew 
Language  ,  and  eminently  verfed  in  the 
Writings  of  the  Tahmdick  Doctors,  it  is 
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incredible  they  fhould  have  fa  id  nothing  to 
the  Difgrace  and  Difcredit  of  this  Story  ^  in 
their  Annotations  on  this  Text.  Could 
Vatablus ,  Grot  ins ,  Drufms ,  &c.  be  ignorant 
that  there  was  fuch  a  Per  fan  Cuftom  cited 
by  the  Chaldee  Paraphraft,  or  that  the  like 
Practice  was  attefted  by  the  Gemarijls ,  and 
could  they  have  been  acquainted  With  it, 
and  not  have  fa  id  the  lead  Word  to  difcou- 
rage  the  Belief  of  it,  if  they  really  thought 
it  had  been  a  fabulous  and  a  groundlefs 
Story  > 

Thus  then  I  argue  Here  is  a  Per  ft  an  Cu- 
flom  aiferted  by  eminent  JewiJh  Writers, 
whofe  Anceftors  had  lived  many  Years  in 
the  Country,  and  the  Courts  of  thofe  Prin¬ 
ces  ,  as  before-mentioned :  Now  if  thefe 
Authors,  upon  the  molt  folemn  Occafion, 
had  invented  this  Story,  there  had  been 
Families  enough  to  have  confuted  them,  by 
replying,  that  they  never  heard  by  any 
Tradition  from  their  Fathers ,  that  came 
out  of  Per fia  after  the  Captivity,  that  any 
fuch  Practice  was  cuftomary  there.  And  as 
to  the  Teftimony  in  the  Gemara ,  con¬ 
cerning  the  like  Pradice  in  their  own 
Country,  in  the  Comment  upon  i  Kings , 
Chap.  i.  5.  that  the  Spleen  was  taken  out  of 
the  Fifty  Courfers  provided  by  Adonijah  to 
run  before  him:,  had  not  that  been  a  Pra¬ 
dice  known  and  believed  among  the  Jews, 
it  muft  have  expofed  the  Gemara ,  and  of¬ 
fered 
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fered  the  greateft  Violence  to  the  Under- 
ftandings  of  the  People,  who  mult  have 
been  entirely  unacquainted  with  fuch  a  Cu~ 
ftom.  And  it  is  unaccountable  how  fuch 
an  Opinion  fhould  have  come  into  the 
Heads  of  the  Compilers  of  that  Code,  or 
PandeB ,  if  they  had  not  known  the  Faft, 
or  given  Credit  to  fome  valid  Tradition  a- 
bout  it.  Befides,  what  the  Gemara  fays,  is 
recited  Word  for  Word  in  Avoda  Zera ,  s  as 
the  judicious  and  learned  Bochart  affirms. 
And  Pliny  is  by  many  Writers  cited  to  con¬ 
firm  this  Fa  ft.  h  Pe  cult  are ,  inquit ,  cur  [us  Im- 
pedimentum  a li qua 71  do  in  eo  :  quanwbrem  inuri - 
v  tur  Cur  forum  Labor  antibus .  Et  per  Vuhiusetiam 
exempto  vivere  animalia  tradmit.  In  Englijh 
thus,  (  fp caking  of  the  Spleen )  he  fays  it 
is  a  peculiar  Impediment  to  Running,  there¬ 
fore  it  is  burnt  through  in  Courfers  clogged 
wdth  it-,  and  after  it  is  taken  out  by  a 
Wound,  it  is  aiferted  that  the  Animals 

live.  . 

Now  the  Reafon  why  the  Ancients  cut 

out  the  Spleen  from  the  Courfers  above- 
mentioned,  will  like  wife  fhew  that  this 
Bowel  may  not  only  be  entirely  iparea, 
without  any  Injury  to  this  Sort  of  Animals, 
’but  likewife  to  Advantage,  that  as  be 
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fore  fuggefted ,  by  giving  them  longer 
Breath  to  fit  them  for  running  more  fwiftly, 
and  fo  enabling  them  to  perform  with  more 
Speed  and  Diligence,  all  hafty  and  impor¬ 
tant  Expeditions.  What  Pliny  in  the  Cita¬ 
tion  mentioned  affirms,  that  the  Spleen  be¬ 
ing  fometimes  a  great  Impediment  to  Run¬ 
ning,  was  by  Violence  extracted  from  the 
Bodies  of  Courfers,  is  confirmed  by  Plautus , 

1  in  his  Comedy  entituled,  Curculio.  The 
Cappadocian  Procurer  walking  with  Labour 
and  Difficulty,  refers  to  this  received  Opi¬ 
nion,  that  the  Spleen  is  a  great  Enemy  to 
fwift  Motion,  when  he  fays, 

- —Accredit  Labor , 

Nam  jam ,  quaji  Zona,  Liens  Cingor . 

My  Labour  increafes,  for  now  I  am  tied  a- 
bout  with  the  Spleen,  as  with  a  Girdle. 

And  Acanthio  in  Mercator  fays  to  the 
fame  Purpofe 

- — Genua  hunc  Curforem  deferunt , 

Perij,  Seditionern  f  acit  Lien ,  occupat  pracordia. 

The  Knees  fail  this  Runner,  (meaning 
himfelf)  I  am  undone-,  the  Spleen  raifes  a 

. .  -  ,  ....  -  -  -  .  .  .  .  _  .  ,  .  ,  ri 

*  See  Plautus'  s  Comedies  Curculio  *  Mercator,  &c. 
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Sedition ,  and  feizes  my  Vitals.  And  in 
!  Cafma,  'Lienofum  Cor,  opinor,  habeo ,  alludes 
to  the  fame  prevailing  Opinion. 

And  thefe  Citations  from  Plautus  -are  as 
!  much,  if  not  more  prevalent  to  prove  my 
Pofition,  than  if  he  himfelf  only  had  af¬ 
firmed  the  Fact  as  an  Hiftorian for  by  thefe 
Allufions  it  muft  be  fuppofed ,  that  the  Pra¬ 
ctice  was  very  well  known  by  the  Audi¬ 
tors,  who  were  acquainted  with  this  Cu- 
ftom,  or  at  leaft  that  it  was  an  Opinion  ge¬ 
nerally  received  and  fpoken  of,  otherwife 
the  People  could  not  have  underftood  his 
Meaning ,  nor  have  been  entertained  by 
thofe  lively  and  beautiful  Palfages. 

Nor  is  it  furprizing  that  the  Exfe&ion  of 
the  Milt  fhould  have  a  beneficial  Confe- 
quence  in  fome  particular  Refpe&s  j  for  thus 
we  fee  that  the  Caftration  of  Boys- promotes 
the  Sweetnefs,  Strength  and  Compafs  of 
their  Voices,  and  prevents  fuch  Alterations 
of  them,  that  happen  to  others  at  their  Pu¬ 
berty.  Nor  is  this  the  only  Emolument 
acquired  by  Excifion,  for  even  the  Faculties 
of  the  Mind  are  after  that  Operation  pre- 
ferved  clearer,  and  feem  to  be  enlarged  and 
improved.  For  it  is  well  known  that  the 
Kings  of  the  Eaft  paid  the  greateft  Refpeft 
to  their  Eunuchs ,  not  only  becaufe  they 
might  fafely  be  intrufted  with  the  Cuftody 
of  their  Seraglio's,  but  likewife  becaufe  of 
their  Capacitv  and  Wifdom:  And  therefore 

•  £  C  n  for 
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r  .  %  '  .  .  /  »• 

for  their  Penetration  and  great  Abilities  in 

the  Art  of  Government,  they  were  often  fet 
at  the  Head  of  publick  Affairs  •,  and  as  firft 
Minifters  of  State,  had  the  chief  Admini- 
ftration  of  the  Empire,  and  were  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Officers  and  Favourites  of  the  Court. 
And  fince  it  appears  that  Daniel  was  one  of 
this  Clafs,  k  having  from  a  Youth  been 
brought  up  in  the  Court  of  Babylon  ^  he  is 
an  eminent  Example  of  what  I  have  afferted 
as  probable  ^  that  is,  that  Men  derive  a  Su¬ 
periority  of  good  Senfe  and  Sagacity,  from 
the  Operation  before-mentioned  •,  and  what 
is  loft  in  refpect  of  the  Species,  is  in  a  Mea- 
fure  recompenfed  by  the  Improvement  of 
the  Individual.  And  though  it  muft  be  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  the  Youths  made  Eunuchs, 
were  before  their  Eviration,  endowed  with 
good  Parts,  and  intelle&ual  Capacities,  and 
fo  fome  Abatement  and  Allowance  muft  be 
made  yet  ftill  thofe  fuperior  native  Fa¬ 
culties  are  fuppofed  to  be  improved  and  ex¬ 
alted  after  Caftration :  Elfe  they  might 
have  been  excufed  that  Operation  which 
was  enjoined,  in  order  to  their  growing  emi¬ 
nently  wifer,  and  more  fagacious  Men1* 
In  like  Manner,  if  this  Exfecfion  of  the 
Spleen  from  Horfes  which,  according  to 
my  Hypothefis,  is  a  Bowel  formed  for  the 
Affiftance  of  Procreation,  may  be  attended 


*  Set  Daniel |  Chap.  i.  ver.  6*  *  Dan.  ibid. 
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with  fome  Inconveniencies  of  fraall  Impor- 
t  tance,  yet  it  might  contribute  to  the  greater 
Speed  and  Agility,  which  the  Ancients  af¬ 
firmed  was  a  confequent  Advantage  of  that 
'  Operation.  _  And  "hence  the  Motive  that 
prevailed  with  them  to  take  out  the  Spleen 
|  as  well  as  the  Frogs  of  their  Feet,  is  plainly 
feen.  And  m  Riolanns  affirms,  that  Rojfetus 
declares  that  the  Turks  burnt  out  the  Spleen 
of  their  running  Horfes.  And  Nicolai  in 
his  Travels  affierts,  that  he  heard  that  this 
was  true,  though  he  had  not  learned  the 
Manner  how  it  was  done. 

Thus  it  appears  by  conftant  and  uncon- 
trouled  Tradition,  that  this  Pra&ice  of  ex¬ 
tirpating  the  Spleen,  has  prevailed  in  the 
World  many  Centuries  ago  ^  and  it  has. 
been  confirmed  by  the  Experiences  of  all 
Ages  fince,  that  the  Milt  may  be  feparated 
and  extrafted  from  the  Side  by. manual  Ope¬ 
ration,  without  deftroying  Life,  or  intro¬ 
ducing  Difeafes.  And  let  it  be  here  ob¬ 
served,  that  the  Compilers  of  the  Chaldee 
Paraphrafe,  and  the  Talmudick  Do&ors,  al¬ 
ways  join  the  Excilion,  or  drawing  out  of 
the  Spleen  from  Courfers,  with  their  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  cutting  out  of  the  Soles,  or 
Frogs  of  their  Feet,  that  is  the  RanuU  or 


w  Riolanus' Jlnthropl.  Lib.  IX,  C.  a§.  apud  Bochart,  ubi 
fupra* 
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fizTPgt.yoi,  as  m  Abfyrtus  calls  them,  as  if  the 
Truth  of  the  one  and  the  other  had  been 

equally  notorious  to  all. 
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The  Second  Proportion  to  be  proved  isy 
1  hat  human  Animals  can  live  in 

f*  *  nr  *  /  •;  r 

Health  j  after  the  Excifion  of  the 

Spleen. 


I E  now  come  to  fpeak  of  this 
Bowel ,  in  Refpect  of  human 
Animals.  And  firft  it  muft  be 
remarked,  that  by  a  great  Num¬ 
ber  of  ancient  Philofophers  and 
Phyficians,  this  Member  was  looked  upon 
( and  with  good  Reafon )  as  fuperfluous , 
and  of  no  manner* of  Ufe  to  the  Individual. 
“  Tnrnebus  fays,  Lienem  potius  nox &  ejfe , 


*•  m  Abfyrtus  Hippiatric^n  >  Lib.  I,  C.  8.  cited  by 

Bochart . 

11  Turnebus,  L.  VII.  15.  v.  cited  ly  Martinius  in  voce 
Lien. 
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quant  bono  ere  deb  ant  antiqui.  atque  ita  plerum- 
que  eft,  prafertim  cum  intumefeit ,  atque  aliornm 
vi ftce  rum  loca  etiam  oc  cup  are  velle  inter  dum  vi-t 
detur,  cum  ita  crefcit,&  Cordis  Regionem  inva¬ 
der  e,  In  Englijb  thus: 44  The  Ancients  believed 
t!'  that  the  Spleen  was  rather  noxious  than 
44  ufeful  •,  and  fo  for  the  molt  part  It  is , 

44  efpecially  when  it  fwells  and  fo  increafes, 

44  that  it  feems  fometiraes  willing  to  polfefs 
44  the  Places  of  other  Bowels,  and  to  invade 
44  the  Region  of  the  Heart.  0  Bochart  ha¬ 
ving  mentioned  the  Opinion  of  the  Anci¬ 
ents,  concerning  the  Spleen’s  being  an  Im¬ 
pediment  to  free  Breathing,  adds,  Jtque  ad 
ipfum  incommodum  alia  longe  graviora  ve~ 
teres  Eienem  fxpe  tentarunt  vel  den rAAci<  Me - 
dicamentis ,  qua  vacant ,  paidatim  confumere , 
vel  ferro  candente  exurere ,  vel  excijwne  deni - 
que  ex  cor  pore  pr  or  fits  eximere  tanquarn  vifeus 
noxium ,  aut  certe  nullius  it  fits,  nec  certo^  fins 
a  natura  faBum.  That  is,  “  And  for  this  In- 
“  convenience,  and  others  more  grievous,  the 
44  Ancients  attempted, either  by  Medicaments 
“  called  Wallers,  or  Confumers  of  the  Spleen, 
te  by  Degrees  to  deftroy  it,  or  to  burn  it  out 
44  by  a  red  hot  Iron  •,  or  laftly,  to  take  it  out 
44  wholly  from  the  Body  by  Excifion,  as  a 
44  noxious  Bowel,  or  at  leaf;  of  no  Ufe,  nor 
44  made  by  Nature  for  any  certain  End”.  Of 


s  Bocbart.  Hieroz.oic.on,  L.  II.  c.  u. 

'  -  ■ ~  C  3 
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this  Clafs  of  Philofophers  and  Phyficians, 
was  the  celebrated  EraJiJlratus ,  Arijlotle  s 
near  Defcendant  by  his  Daughter,  and  Con¬ 
temporary  with  Theophrafius ,  who  is  gene¬ 
rally  acknowledged  a  firenuous  Aifertor  and 
Promoter  of  this  Doftrine,  about  the  Infig- 
nificancy  and  Unufefulnefs  of  the  Spleen, 
Nor  did  p  Arijlotle  himfelf,  called  the 
Prince  of  Science,  differ  from  this  Opini¬ 
on  j  for  he  fays,  that  in  Animals  the  Spleen 
is  no  more  than  a  fpurious  Liver,  Ziov  voSvv 
:  And  as  he  makes  the  Spleen  to  be 
another  Liver,  fo  he  fays  it  was  planted  in 
the  Left  Side,  to  anfwer  that  in  the  Right  •, 
that  a  Balance  thus  preferved,  neither  Side 
might  preponderate :  And  afterward  more 
fully  to  my  Purpofe  he  affirms,  6  <nr/\b 

•m  mjiidliQwigq  dvAiwic  V7rup%&t  ’toTs  t^cumv  'jentxrep 

’ra.  d) vMrnz - ( i.  e. )  the  Spleen  is 

neceffary  by  Accident  to  thofe  that  have  it, 
as  the  Excrements  of  the  Belly  and  Blad¬ 
der.  The  Word  ^E/Tla/outy  that  I  tranflate 
Excrements ,  is  by  Favorinus  faid  to  be  the 
fuperfluous  remains  of  the  Meats  that  nou- 
rifh  us,  and  wffiat  in  no  Refpeft  is  good  for 
ns.  H.  Steph.  and  Crifpin  render  it  Excre¬ 
ments,  or  what  is  fuperfluous,  and  ferves  to 


p  Ariftotelis  opera  3  Lib*  HI.  c.  de  Animal,  Par, 

Edit,  ;  :  '  '  ’  " 

►  •  v 
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no  Ufe.  So  Scapula ,  Quicqnid  in  cor  pore  Cu- 
pervacaneum  ejl. 

And  Plato’s  Sentiments  agree  with  thofe 
of  Ariflotle  on  this  Subject,  who  calls  the 
Spleen  q  a  Collection  or  Heap  of 

Impurities,  Purgations ,  and  Offscourings 
which  he  fuppofed  proceeded  from  the  Li¬ 
ver,  or  the  Filth  orCleanfings  of  any  Thing-, 
and  more  particularly  the  Dregs  and  foul 
Refidue  or  Leavings,  after  the  making  Un¬ 
guents,  Trochilks  and  Paftills:  And  though 
the  Greek  Word  fometimes  fignifies  the 
ftamped  Image  of  any  Thing,  yet  its  chief 
Signification  is  what  1  have  mentioned. 
Nor  can  it  be  taken  in  any  other  Senfe  by 
flato ,  in  this  Place  after  referred  to,  though 
he  may  ufe  it  in  the  other  Meaning  elfe- 
where."  This  Opinion  of  Plato  is  expreifed 
by  r  Apideius ,  in  thefe  Words,  Lienem  Jed - 
nori  non  frujlra  finithmm ,  ut.  abftergat  eay 
aim  Sordium  fuerint ,  purumque  &  fmcerum 
pm  (let.  Thus  in  the  Judgment  of  the  Two 
moft  eminent  Philofophers  of  the  ancient 
Schools  of  Learning,  the  Spleen  is  but  a 
Mafs  of  Impurities,  and  Dregs  fcoured  from 

the  Liver, 


<i  See  Criffm.  Lex.  H.  St.  in  his  Thefaurus  L.  G.  Sea- 
rmla  in  his  vocibus,  c uudtrtrwy 

P  ’  Apuleius  de  Dogmate  Platon,  cited  by  Mammas  ubi 

f"F“-  C  4  Sure 
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Sure  Plato.  and  Arijlotle  had  the  meanefl 
and  ,moft  dishonourable  Thoughts  of  the 
Spleen  imaginable,  when  they  give  it  no 
beter  an  Appellation,  than  what  belongs  to 
the  Purgations  and  Ordure  of  the  Inteftines: 
This  is  but  a  courfe  Compliment,  made  to 
fuch  a  confiderabie  and  curious  Bowel. 

s  Rufus  Ephejius  fays,  with  pleafant  Con¬ 
tempt  of  this  Bowel,  Ignavwn  Membrnm , 
nulloque  fungens  mtnifierio ,  an  idle  Member, 
and  good  for  nothing. 

Great  Numbers  of  the  Ancients  being 
perfuaded  that  the  Milt  was  not  only  fu- 
perfluous  and  impertinent,  but  likewife  de¬ 
trimental  and  mifchievous,  thought  it  -very 
defirable  that  their  Patients  fhould  be  freed 
from  fuch  a  noxious  Companion,  and'there- 
fore  applied  their  Induftry  to  find  out  effe¬ 
ctual  Ways  and  Means  to  extirpate  and  de- 
ftroy  it  ^  and  this  they  very  diligently  at¬ 
tempted  by  internal  Medicines,  and  exter¬ 
nal  Applications,  and  manual  Operations:, 
as  Bochart  before-cited  obferves. 

To  prove  that  the  Ancients  had  a  Cuftom 
to  cut  out  the  Spleen  from  human  Animals, 
I  cite  c  Serenits  Samnionicus,  who  fays  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  Spleen, 


$  X-ib.  II.  c.  viii.  apii$  H.  S. 

1  Seren*  Sammon*  quoted  by  Bochart  and  others . 
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- - tumulus  nocet ,  rifum  addit  ineptum. 

Dicitur  exfe&us  faciles  auferre  cachinnos . 

*  '  •  -*  ■  -  -1-  ■*  f  *-  '  ■ 

.  fc*  y  :  ^  ...  K  . 

If  it  fwells,  it  is  painful,  and  befides,  it 
creates  profufe  Laughter-,  but  it  is  aiferted, 
that  the  cutting  of  it  out,  cures  that  im¬ 
moderate  Paflion.  And  for  the  burning  of 
the  Spleen,  I  have  thefe  following  Authori¬ 
ties.  _  v  Jritaus  fays.  If  other  Remedies  fail, 
fpeakmg  of  a  Schirrous  Spleen  y  igni  quoque 
jmiilibus  ad  mollibndam  Duritiem  utitor . 

The  next  I  {hall  produce,  is  that  of  w  P. 
jEgineta,  who  relates  the  precife  Manner  of 
performing  this  Operation.  Cutis,  inquit , 
qua  lieni  incumbit,  hamo  elevata,  obloiigo  fer- 
ro  candenti  per  totum  ipfa  aduretur ,  ut  unico 
irnpreffu  dua  fiant  cruft  a.  That  is,  let  the 
Skin  incumbent  on  the  Spleen  raifed  by  a 
Hook,  be  quite  burnt  through  by  an  Ob¬ 
long,  red-hot  Iron,  that  Two  Crufts  or 
Efcars  may  be  made  by  one  Impreffion  only. 
And  he  fays  afterwards  in  the  fame  Chapter, 
that  Marcellus  did  indeed  ufe  a  different  way 
of  burning  the  Spleen  in  human  Bodies, 
and  tells  the  Reader  how  their  Two  Me¬ 
thods  differ’d :  By  which  it  appears,  that 
this  Inuflion,  or  burning  of  the  Spleen,  was 
pradis’d  by  more  than  one  in  his  Time, 


y  Aritasus,  Lib.  I.  e.  xiv.  Edit.  H Stepk 
w  p.  iEgifleta  Lib.  III.  c.  18. 


and 


2  6  A  Critical  Differtation 

and  that  different  Operators  proceeded  by  a 
different  Manner.  _ 

The  next  Teftimony  of  this  Faff,  is  in 
x  JLtius,  who  lived  very  near  the  Time  of 
P.  JEgineta.  This  Author,  after  he  has 
enumerated  a  long  Train  of  inward  Medi¬ 
cines  ,  to  remove  the  Diftemper  of  the 
Spleen,  fays  thus.  Quod  Ji  pr&dicla  remedia 
irrita  fmt ,  inefficaciterque  adhibeantur ,  ad 
njlionis  patrocinium  refugere  oportet ,  ut  per 
cauteria  aut  pharmaca  crujlas  imranms \ 
that  is,  if  the  Remedies  before-mention’d 
prove  fruitlefs  and  ineffeffual,  we  ought  to 
have  Recourfe  to  the  Proteffion  or  Afliftance 
of  Burning*,  and  afterwards  having  pre¬ 
ferred  previous  Evacuations  by  Bleeding 
and  Purging,  adds,  Ji  non  pr&evacuetur  to - 
turn  corpus ,  maligna  ulcer  a  ex  crusiis  Jieri  con- 
fueverunt :  that  is ,  if  the  whole  Body  be 
not  firft  prepared  by  Evacuations,  malig¬ 
nant  Ulcers  have  often,  or  commonly  hap¬ 
pen’d  from  the  Crufts  or  Efcars. 

No  Teftimony  can  be  fuller  than  this  of 
Mius.  He  does  not  only  Amply  advife  this 
Operation  ,  but  as  fuch  as  is  more  preva¬ 
lent  than  all  other  Remedies  *,  and  from 
what  he  fays,  that  when  due  Precautions 
by  Evacuation  are  not  ufed,  malignant  Ul¬ 
cers  have  often  followed,  it  evidently  ap- 


*  ^Etius  Tetrabib.  IJI.  Sermon.  II* 

»«*  •  f  V  • 
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pears  that  this  Operation  was  a  very  com¬ 
mon  Practice :  For  befides  all  thofe  Inftan- 
ces  of  it,  in  which  the  Patients  recover’d, 
as  certainly  the  greateft  Part  did,  otherwife 
the  Pra&ice  of  it  had  immediately  been 
condemn’d  and  exploded,  there  mu  ft  have 
been  many  Examples  of  Mifcarriage  for 
want  of  due  Preparation,  before  it  could  be 
Paid  that  in  fuch  Cafes,  malignant  Ulcers 

confuevernnt )  were  wont  to  happen  in  the 
Efcars. 

y  Tralli anus  fays,  novisti  curatum  a  ms 

fuiJJ'e  militem - -  “  You  know  that  I  cured  a 

“  Soldier,  who  when  he  came  to  me,  had  all 
<c  the  Region  of  the  Spleen  burnt  with  red 
u  hotiUriwv^wInftruments  of  Iron whom 
“  I  purg’d  for  Two  or  Three  Days  with  Me- 
“  dicines  given  by  the  Mouth,  and  afterwards 
“  us’d  great  Care  in  prefcribing  for  him  all 
“  proper  or  convenient  Remedies  By  the 
Teftimony  then  of  Tralli  anus,  the  whole 
Subftance,  or  Region  of  the  Spleen  may 
be  burnt  through ,  and  the  Patient  may 
jfurvive  the  Operation,  and  be  cured,  and  if 
cured,  it  muft  be  allowed  that  he  lived  with¬ 
out  it. 

z  Abfyrtus ,  and  a  Callus  Aurelianus  ,  de¬ 
clare  their  Difbelief  of  this  Praftice,  and 


y  Trallianus,  Lib.  VIIT. 

f  See  Abfyrtus  de  re  veterinaria  Lib.  I.  C.  40. 

$>  Colins  Aurelianus,  L.  III.  c.  30.  both  cited  bp/  Bocharr, 

'  '  upon 
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upon  the  fame  Reafon  that  is,  that  they 
thought  the  Animal  could  not  furvive  the 
Operation. 

But  it  rauft  be  obferv’d  that  thefe  Writers 
do  not  declare  that  they  look  upon  the 
Spleen  as  a  neceffary  Part  of  the  Animal, 
fuch  a  one,  as  if  it  were  wholly  removed, 
it  would  bring  Death  or  Difeafes  upon  the 
Individual  deprived  of  it  •,  or  that  it  might 
not  be  fafely  taken  out  of  human  Bodies  by 
milder  Means  than  the  cruel  and  violent 
Method  of  Inuftion ,  or  burning  through 
with  a  red-hot  Iron  for  in  fuch  Attempts, 
they  imagin’d  that  the  Patient  would  die  in, 
or  foon  after  the  Operation,  while  the  Mem¬ 
branes,  or  Nervous  Parts,  to  come  at  the 
Spleen,  mult  be  burnt  through,  which  they 
fuppos’d  would  caufe  immediate  Death. 
But  this  was  their  great  Miftake,  while  they 
fet  up  imaginary  Reafons  againft  Matter  of 
Fad,  and  do  not  argue  as  we  ought  to  do-, 
ab  effe  ad  pojj'e  valet  confequentia.  They 
Ihould  have  produced  Inftances  of  Fad,  that 
fome,  or  at  leaft  one  Perfon,  had  loft  their 
Lives  by  undergoing  fuch  an  Operation-, 
and  that  P.  JLgineta,  as  well  as  others,  were 
extravagant  lying  Writers,  and  had  impofed 
on  the  World.  They  did  not  believe  the 
Fad  of  Inuftion,  they  fay,  becaufe  they 
could  not  conceive  how  it  could  .be  done 
fafely  they  do  not  deny  but  if  it  may 
be  done  fafely,  the  Animal  might  live 
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without  it-,  for  their  whole  Objection  is 
this,  that  the  Operation  it  felf  would  de- 
ftroy  the  Animal,  and  that  in  their  Opini¬ 
on  lie  could  not  furvive  it.  But  have  not 
manual  Operations,  highly  beneficial  to 
Mankind,  that  could  not  gain  Belief  for  a 
long  Time,  been  found  afterwards  Practi¬ 
cable  >  Many  eminent  Phyficians  and  Sur¬ 
geons  did  not  imagine  that  it  was  poffible  to 
reftore  an  Inteftine  lapfed  into  the  Scrotum, 
by  Incifion,  when  no  other  Means  were  left 
to  reduce  it :  And  perhaps  as  many  thought 
that  the  Practice  lately  introduced  of  cut¬ 
ting  for  the  Stone  by  the  upper  Way,  that 
is,  above  the  Os  Pubis,  could  never  be  per¬ 
formed  ^  yet  both  the  one  and  the  other  are 
now  allowed  to  be  as  practicable,  as  they 
areufeful}  and  how  great  a  Number  more 
of  the  like  Inftances  may  be  produced? 
And  as  to  this  Cafe,  it  is  incredible  that 
P.  JPgineta  Ihould  affert  the  Practice,  and  fet 
down  the  way  of  doing  it,  and  that  he 
fhould  never  be  detected,  if  indeed  he  had 
been  an  Impoftor.  I  will  add  on  this  Head 
no  more  than  this ,  that  notwithftanding 
thofe  Two  Authors  disbelieve  this  Practice 
of  burning  through  the  Spleen,  yet  they  do 
not  fay  this  Bowel  cannot,  or  fhould  not  be 
wafted  or  confumed  by  inward  Medica¬ 
ments,  if  it  can  be  fafely  done  and  whe¬ 
ther  the  Spleen  be  deftroyed  by  inward  or 
outward  Means,  if  the  Animal  can  furvive 
i.  the 
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the  Effect,  my  Pofition  will  be  equally  efta* 
blifhed. 

Having  proved  by  convincing  Teftimo-* 
nies  of  "the  Ancients,  that  the  Spleen, 
through  a  Train  of  many  Years,  and  in  va¬ 
rious  Countries ,  has  been  extracted  from 
Men  and  Women,  and  which  I  (hall  confirm 
afterwards  by  the  Moderns  •,  befides  the  De- 
monftration  this  affords,  that  this  Bowel  is 
unneceifary  I  {hall  make  yet  farther  Ufe  of 
this  Evidence.  From  hence  I  draw  unde¬ 
niable  Proof,  that  it  rauft  have  been  a  noto¬ 
rious  Practice  to  cut  out,  or  extirpate  the 
Spleen  from  other  Animals,  before  fuch  an 
Attempt  could  have  been  made  by  Phyfi- 
cians  on  their  Patients.  What  intelligent 
Reader  will  not  think  it  incredible ,  and 
even  morally  impoflible,  that  the  firft  Expe¬ 
riment  of  this  Nature  fhould  he  made  up¬ 
on  Men  and  Women?  Does  it  not  exceed 
all  Belief,  th  at  any  eminent  Phylician 
fhould  run  the  Hazard  of  murdering  at  once 
his  Patient  and  his  Reputation,  by  extract¬ 
ing  fo  cOnfiderable  a  Bowel  as  the  Spleen 
from  the  Body,  had  he  not  been  throughly 
fatisfied  that  this  was  a  common  Pra&ice  in 
refpeft  of  other  Animals?  And  rnuft  not 
thofe  Patients  have  been  out  of  their  Wits, 
who  fhould  have  complied  with  the  Advice 
of  fuch  a  ft  range  Phyfician,  had  they  not 
been  fully  informed  by  the  Doctor ,  or 
others,  that  this  was  a  common  Cuftom,  in 
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the  Cafe  of  other  living  Creatures,  whether 
Horfes,  Dogs,  Swine  or  Cats  ■  and  that  the 
Spleen  might  be  fpared  by  human  Animals, 
not  only  with  Safety,  but  Advantage?  Sup- 
pofe  any  confiderable  Phyfician  in  London , 
called  to  a  Patient  afflicted  with  the  Spleen, 
fhould  advife  him  to  cut  out  his  Spleen,  a 
Thing  never  before  known  to  be  pradifed 
by  any  Man,  would  not  the  Patient  reply. 
Why,  Sir,  did  you  ever  know  fuch  an  Ope¬ 
ration  on  any  Man  or  Woman?  What  could 
the  Phyfician  anfwer?  Would  he  fay,  ’Tis 
true,  I  never  made  any  fuch  Tryal,  nor  did 
I  ever  fee  or  hear  of  any  Experiments  on 
any  other  Animals,  fufficient  to  convince 
me  that  the  Spleen  may  be  extraded,  or 
drawn  out  of  their  Bodies,  without  any  Pre¬ 
judice  to  their  Health :  However,  I  per- 
fuade  my  felf  that  it  would  be  beneficial  to 
you,  and  therefore  I  advife  you  to  try  it. 
Would  not  the  Dodor  be  looked  upon  as 
really  Diftraded,  and  well  qualified  for  an 
upper  Place  in  the  College  in  Moorfields  ?  It 
mull  therefore  be  granted,  that  none  of  the 
confiderable  Phyficians  among  the  Ancients, 
would  ever  have  prefcribed  this  Operation  to 
be  firft  undergone  by  their  Patients,  if  they 
had  not  been  fully  fatisfied  by  their  own 
Senfes,  or  by  the  undoubted  Teftimony  of 
others,  that  the  Exfedion,  or  forceabie  de¬ 
priving  of  an  Animal  of  the  Milt,  might 
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be  performed  without  any  Damage  to  the 
Individual,  in  refpect  of  future  Health. 

I  fliall  add  no  rpore  on  this  Head,  but 
this  Citation  from  the  learned  b  Velthufius , 
Ant  ipfo  Liene  abfente ,  quod  raro  contingit : 
Or  when  the  Spleen  it  felf  is  abfent,  which 
rarely  happens  j  which  implies  that  it  fome- 
times  happens,  and  that  is  fufncient  to  fhow 
that  it  may  be  fpared. 


SECTION  III. 


HE  Third  Propofition  to  be 
proved  is.  That  thofe  of  the 
ancient  Phylicians  ,  who  did 
not  come  up  to  the  violent  Me-, 
thods  of  curing  the  Spleen  by 
pxcilion  or  Inuftion :  Yet  looking  upon  it 
as  an  unnecelfary  Bowel,  when  found  and 
well,  and  when  diftempered  very  burden- 
fome  and  painful,  thought  that  nothing  was 
more  proper  to  be  attempted,  than  to. 'rid 
their  Patients  of  it  ,  by  defraying  its 
very  Subftance  :  And  for  this  Purpole 
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i^ariy  powerful  and  effedual  Medicines  id 
their  Opinion  were  preferred  by  them.  1 
tequeft  the  Reader  to  obferve  here,  that  I 
do  not  think  thefe  internal  Medicines, 
which  ancient  and  eminent  Phyficians  di¬ 
rected  for  wafting  and  aboliihing  the  Spleen, 
were  really  endowed  with  fuch  a  Virtue. 
But  if  I  prove  my  Propofitiori,  it  will  evince 
that  they  believed  the  Spleen  might  be  en¬ 
tirely  con  fumed  ^  and  that  they  fought  after, 

and  ufed  the  moft  potent  Plants  and  Drugs 
•for  this  End. 

And  if  they  had  fuch  a  ftedfaft  Belief, 
that  though  the  Spleen  were  entirely  extin- 
guifh’d ,  the  Patient  might  live  in  better 
Health  without  it  •  this  Opinion  rnuft  have 
been  founded  ort  fufficient  Experiments,  to 
convince  them  that  the  Milt  might  be  fepa- 
rated  and  drawn  out  of  Animals  polfefs’d  of 
It,  without  any  Detriment  in  refped  of 
Health  •,  and  therefore  they  publickly  own¬ 
ed  to  their  Patients,  as  it  appears  by  their 
Writings,  that  in  order  to  their  Cure,  they  in¬ 
tended  toconfume  and  obliterate  theirSpleem 
But  would  any  Phyfcian  of  common  Senfe 
and  Honefty,  have  undertaken  to  wafte  and 
deftroy  fuch  a  large  and  eminent  Bowel,  till 
he  had  been  fully  fatisfjed  that  it  might  be 
fafely  done?  Or  would  any  Patient,  if  not 
more  diftempered  in  Mind  than  in  Body, 
have  hearkened  to  fuch  a  Propofal,  and 
complied  with  the  Dodor,  had  he  not  giver! 
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abundant  Evidence  from  Examples  of  this 
Kind  in  other  Animals,  to  convince  him 
that  this  was  a  fafe  and  beneficial  Practice) 
And  this  is  fufficient  to  prove  what  I  am 
contending  for,  that  the  ancient  Pradifers 
of  Phyfick  knew  that  the  Spleen  might  be 
fpared  as  uftufeful,  and  that  they  governed 
their  Practice  accordingly. 

In  the  Firft  Place,  Scolopendria ,  or  Afple - 
nium ,  called  fo,  becaufe  it  was  believed,  to 
be  endowed  with  a  Power  of  abolifhins;  the 
Spleen,  was  prefcribed  for  this  Ena:  For 
their  Purpofe  was  not  to  corred  the  ill  Hu¬ 
mours,  that  diftempered  the  Spleen ,  re¬ 
move  its  diforderly  Ferments,  and  fo  reftore 
it  to  its  healthful  State  ^  which  Method 
however  they  followed  in  prefcribing  for  the 
Difeafes  and  Diforders  of  all  other  Bowels: 
but  by  all  likely  Ways  to  eradicate  and  con- 
fume  "if.  \  44  d  Vitruvius ,  fpeaking  of  a  cer- 
“  tain  River  between  GnoJJos  and  Cortyna  in 
“  Crete ,  fays,  that  the  Cattle  that  feed  near 
“  GnoJJ'os ,  have  a  large  Spleen,  but  in 
“  thofe  that  feed  on  the  other  Side,  near 
“  Cortyna ,  that  Bowel  is  fcarcely  difcerna- 
“  ble.  Hence  Phyficians,  enquiring  into 
44  this  Matter,  found  in  thefe  Places  an 
44  Herb,  which  being  eaten  by  the  Cattle, 


a  Vitruv.  Lib.  I.  c.  4.  cited  by  Martinius.in  voce  Lien, 
See  alfo  Salmafius  Plinian.  Excitat.  P.  Mihi.  129  $• 
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greatly  diminifhed  their  Spleen-,  and 
s‘  then  gathering  this  Plant,  they  prefcribed 
tc  it  to  their  Patients,  and  cured  them  of 
“  the  Spleen ,  which  the  Inhabitants  of 
<c  Crete  called  Afplenium  j  that  is,  a  confu- 
“  mer  of  the  Spleen. 

e  Colins  Rhodiginus  afferts  the  fame  Thing, 
<c  and  fays,  that  Prope  Cortynam  in  Creta  ap~ 
<c  parentem  Splenem  pecora  non  habent quod 
<c  amplim  modicorurn  fcrutantes  Scholx  in  illis 
tc  enafcentem  her  bam  locis  denique  compertam 
tc  habuere,  qua  vefcentia  pecorahienes imminue- 
‘‘  rant. Unde  &L?enofls  curandis  medic  amentum 
“  eXcogitatum ,  quod  ex  re  af pie  non  Crete?ifes 
“  dicunt.  In  Englijh  thus :  Near  Cortyna  in 
“  Crete,  the  Cattle  have  no  apparent  Spleen, 
“  which  the  Schools  of  Phylicians  enqui- 
“  ring  into  more  ftri&ly,  found  a  Plant 
“  growing  in  thofe  Places,  by  feeding  upon 
“  "which,  the  Cattle  diminifhed  their  Spleen } 
“  whence  they  invented  a  Medicine  for  the 
“  Cure  of  their  Splenetick  Patients,  which 
<c  the  Inhabitants  of  Crete  from  that  Plant 
called  dfplenon  ”.  f  Dwfcorides  affirms, 
that  this  Plant  Scolopendria ,  or  Afplenon , 
wears  away,  and  entirely  deftroys  the  Bow¬ 
el  we  are  fpeakmg  of.  Phis^  Author,  who 
rjnrnrdmcr  to  Suidas,  lived  with  Cleopatra  in 
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mentioned  Plant,  fays  this  Svvafxiv  tyet 
ra  <pv AAa —  The  Leaves  have  a  Virtue,  if 
boiled  in  Vinegar  ,  and  drank  for  Forty 
Days,  to  confume  the  Spleen.  And  for  this 
Purpofe  he  likewife  prefcribed  a  Cataplafm 
of  the  fame  Leaves  to  be  applied  to  the 
Region  of  the  Spleen.  He  affirms  that  s  He- 
mionitis  has  the  fame  Virtue,  which  he 
makes  a  different  Plant  from  Afplenon ,  and 
treats  of  it  in  a  different  Chapter.  Of  Ca¬ 
pers  he  writes  thus :  Capparis  FruBus  drach¬ 
ma}'.  duar.  ponder e potus  ad  40.  dies  Uenem  ah - 
[unfit.  He  affirms  the  fame  of  h  Acorum  \  of 
Vericlymenum ,  of  which  he  fays  thus  :  Semen 
poftquam  ematuniit(  colleBum&  Jiccatim  in  um- 
brd,  fi  drachma  pondere  ex  vino  bihatur  ad 
dies  40.  Lienem  abfumit.  And  the  fame 
Virtue  he  afcribes  to  ViBanmus,  Lonchitis 
Afpera  and  Chamadris. 

Pliny  afferts  the  fame  Thing  ad  verhurn *  *, 
and  fo  does  Calius  of  Afplenium.  k  Galen 
afcribes  the  fame  Power  to  Spleenwort  or 
Miltwafl,  in  his  Sixth  Book  de  Simpl.  Medic . 
that  is,  that  it  wraffes  the  Spleen,  as  he  is 
quoted  by  Matthiolus ,  and  Dodonaus ,  who 


*  Id.  ibid.  c.  15.  2. 
fo  lb.  L.  II.  c.  204. 

*  Id.  L.  V.  c.  2. 
fc  L.  IV.  c.  14. 

1  Matthiol.  Comment,  in  L.  Diofcorid.  in  voce  Afple¬ 
nium. 

Cxlius  Rhodiginus  ubi  fupra* 


upon  the  Spleen.  37 

fays,  Gaieno  judice  Lienes  colliquat ,  (  i.  e. ) 
melts,  confumes,  or  waftes,  as  Celfus  ufes 
the  Word.  And  that  which  farther  fhews 
that  Galen  was  of  the  fame  Sentiment  with 
Vofc  or  ides ,  is  this,  “  that  he  fpeaks  with 
fuch  great  Approbation  of  that  Writer’s 
Works.  In  English  thus,  “  Diofcorides  Ana- 
izarbmis  has  in  Five  Books  finilhed  the 
tc  whole  Matter  of  Phyfick,  or  Materia  Me - 
“  die  a  •  nor  only  does  he  treat  of  Plants, 
Trees,  Fruits,  Juices,  but  likewife  of  all 
‘‘  Metallicks,  and  all  the  Parts  of  Animals } 
“  and  in  my  Opinion,  has  in  the  moft  per- 
“  feci  Manner,  treated  of  all  the  Ingredi- 
iC  ents  of  Medicaments :  And  none  of  the 
“  Writers  before  him  have  written  fo  well 
“  of  every  Thing.  In  another  Place,  Diof- 
u  corides,  as  well  as  others,  has  truly  men- 
“  tioned  all  the  befb  Medicines  that  every 
<c  Country  produces.  And  in  another  Place, 
Diofcorides  has  fufficiently  written  of  all 
“  the  Materia  Medica ,  or  Materials  of  Me- 
“  dicaments.. 

Thefe  T eftimonies  of  Galen ,  concerning  the 
Writings  of  Diofcorides,  afFord  a  Ilrong  Argu¬ 
ment,  befides  what  I  have  cited  above,  thatGa- 
len  was  of  the  fame  Opinion  with  Diofcorides, 
that  the  Spleen  was  always  a  fuperfiuous,  and 


n  See  Galen  in  his  Encomiums  on  Diofcorid.  Printed  before 
the  Book  of  Diofcorid.  Ed.  Wechel. 
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fometimes  a  noxious  Bowel,  and  ought  by 
all  fafe  and  proper  Means,  to  be  extirpated 
and  confumed.  For  it  is  incredible  that 
Galen  ihould  give  fuch  an  ample  Teftimony, 
andfuch  an  unlimited  Approbation  of  that 
Author’s  Writings,  without  cenfuring  and 
condemning  him  for  what  he  had  faid  of 
the  Power  of  the  Afpleniurn ,  and  many  other 
Plants,  to  deftroy  and  confume  the  Spleen, 
and  prefcribe  Medicaments  compounded  of 
it  for  this  Purpofe,  had  he  not  believed  that 
the  Spleen  might  and  ought  to  be  removed 
by.  proper  Remedies.  For  this  is  fuch .  a 
pofitive  Declaration  of  the  wonderful  Vir¬ 
tue  of  thofe  Plants,  that  Purely  Galen ,  if  en¬ 
dowed  with  any  Penetration  and  Integrity, 
muft  have  taken  Notice  of  it,  and  con¬ 
demned  fuch  an  egregious  Fallhood,  if  he 
himfelf  had  believed  the  contrary.  One 
would  rather  conclude  that  fo  celebrated  an 
Author,  as  Galen ,  for  his  Probity  and  Zeal 
for  ufeful  Knowledge,  would  have  thought 
himfelf  obliged,  after  he  had  given  fuch  an 
Account  of  Diof cor  ides ,  as  a  perfed  Mafter 
and  Relater  of  the  Materia  Mediea ,  to  have 
added  fome  Exception,  fome  reflri&ive 
Claufe  about  this  Alfertion  of  confuming  the 
Spleen,  by  the  various  Plants  before-named. 
Can  it’ be  thought  that  fuch  a  Man  would 
by  his  Authority  have  countenanced  fuch 
an  Error,  and  help  to  deceive  and  confirm 
others  in  a  falfe  Opinion  >  On  the  contrary, 

ras  a  Man  of  Honour  and  Juftice,  he  would 
•  '  have 
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have  faid,  ’Tis  true,  that  in  this  Cafe  of  con- 
fuming  the  Spleen,  Diofcorides  was  certainly 
miftaken.  And  the  fame  may  be  faid  of 
the  other  Phyficians,  who  flourilhed  before 
Galen ,  and  were  nearer  Succelfors  to  Diofco * 
rules,  I  mean  Ar  it  aits  Oribafius ,  Agineta, 
JEtius ,  <$Cc.  who  becaufe  they  never  op- 
pofed,  or  exprelfed  their  Dilfent  to  Diofco¬ 
ricles ,  mull  have  been  fuppofed  unanimomly 
to  have  acquiefced  in  his  Aifertion.  And  it-, 
is  plain  that  Serenus  Sammonicus  as  well 
as  Pliny  and  others,  openly  declared  for  this 
Opinion:  For  in  order  to  the  wearing;  or 
melting  away  of  the  Spleen,  he  has  enrol¬ 
led  a  great  Number  of  powerful  Plants : 
He  begins  thus  ^  y 


- -Ffonnulli  memo  rant  conjumi  pojfe  Uenem , 

Ervum  fi  femper  jejuno  fumferit  ore — 

Arida  ficus  item. 

$ 


p  Celfus  fays,  Aqua  Ferrario  fabro  in  quam 
candens  ferrum  fubinde  intinElum  Jit ,  Lienem 
coercet  :  quod  animadverfum  eft  in  his  Ani- 
malibus ,  qua  apud  hos  fabros  educata  exiguos 
Lienes  habent.  In  Englijh  thus :  The  Wa- 
tc  jQ  which  red-hot  Iron  has  been  lome- 
«  times  dipped  by  the  Blackfmiths,  retrains 
the  Spleen 5  ,for  it  is  oblerved  that  tlioie 


f  Serenus  Sammonicus  Cap.  24.  apud  Boehart. 
p  Celfus,  Lib.  IV.  C.  9. 


^  4 


“  Am- 


4®  A  Critical  Dijjertation 

u  Animals ,  that  are  bred  up  near  thefe 

Smiths,  have  fmall  Spleens”.  And  after¬ 
wards  the  fame  Author,  ip  the  fame  Chap¬ 
ter,  recommends  Rocket  and  Watercrelfes , 
as  good  for  the  Spleen,  becaufe  they  exte¬ 
nuate  or  diminifh  it.  Celfm  likewife,  when 
he  has  defcribed  his  Malagma ,  or  Poultefs 
for  the  Spleen,  gives  this  Caution  when  it 
is  applied  ^  fed  matter e  ibi  non  ampltus  fex 
ports  debet1  tie  Lienem  confnmat.  So  that  he 
allows  that  the  Spleen  may  be  extinguifhed 
by  topical  Applications,  but  gives  this  Ad¬ 
monition  how  to  manage  the  Poultefs,  when 
the  Intention  is  only  to  leffen,  and  not  en¬ 
tirely  to  extirpate  it. 

Nfc.  Myrepfus  calls  Jfplenium ,  and  other 
Medicaments  for  the  Spleen,  ^  cnttovdfobnotva,, 
from  the  Virtue  he  fuppofed  they  have,  of 
confuming  and  wearing  away  that  Rowel  • 
which  is  exactly  one  of  our  Ettglijh  Words 
for  Jfplenium ,  or  Scolopendria ,  I  mean  r 
Miltwafte,  for  fo  it  is  called  as  well  as 
Spleenwort  and  Fingerfern:,  and  this  Ap¬ 
pellation  muft  proceed  from  a  Belief  found¬ 
ed  upon  long  Tradition,  that  this  Plant  was 
capable  of  obliterating  and  deflroying  the 
Spleen,  or  at  leaf!  of  lelfening  it  in  a  great 
Meafure. 


$  See  Nic.  Myrepfus  Seft.  VIII.  c. 
y  See  Littleton*;  Dittionary  ;  and  ikfr.  Ray’s  Hiftory  of 
^UntSy  in  voce  A^leiuum, 
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5  Myrepfus  likewife  prefcribes  an  Antidote 
for  the  Spleen,  which  he  calls  Antidotus  Sple- 
notonms ,  the  Spleen-cutting  Antidote.  And 
it  is  indeed  a  more  than  a  Two-edged  Sword 
for  this  deftruclive  Purpofe,  having  no  lefs 
than  Sixty  Edges  •,  for  fo  many  Ingredients 
at  lead:  confpire  to  form  it :  But  that  is  a 
common  Thing  with  this  Author,  who  to 
make  fure  Work,  marfhals  Fifty,  Sixty,  or 
Seventy  Simples  in  one  Compofition  and 
in  this  wonder-working  Antidote,  he  feems 
to  have  fummoned  together,  and  employed 
all  the  Enemies  of  the  Spleen,  he  had  ever 
heard  of :  And  fuch  a  Splenodapanon  Medi¬ 
cament.,  armed  with  fo  many  powerful  Sim¬ 
ples,  mu  ft  furely  make  a  terrible  Havock  in 
this  Bowel,  and  hew  all  its  Subftance  in 
Pieces. 

And  here  it  may  be  remarked  that  Afple- 
nium  was  in  fuch  Reputation  for  confuming 
the  Spleen,  that  it  has  its  Name  from 
thence,  as  Saxifrage  has  its  Appellation  from 
the  prevailing  Opinion  of  its  Virtue  to  break 
or  wafte  the  Stone.  c  Pliny  likewife  affirms,  x 
that  the  fame  Virtue  is  found  in  Capparis , 
rad.  cortic.  ad  Drachmas  duas  in  vino  potus 
Spleniticis  prqdejl,  feruntque,  tf.diebus  per 
Urinam  &  ahum  totum  emitti :  He  lays  that 


*  See  Nic.  Myrepfus  among  his  Antidotes. 

t  piin.  Lib*  XX.  p.  399?  F°L  Edlt-  dms* 
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coectis  Ilicis  Lienem  abfumit ,  v  and  Agrimonia 
vij.  Liebits  in  cibo  fumpta  Lienem  ah  [timers 
dkitnr  •,  and  the  fame  he  affirms  of  feveral 
other  Plants. 

w  Mius  fays,  that  the  drinking  a  Deco¬ 
ction  of  the  Bark  of  the  Root  of  Lappa ,  will 
confume  the.  Spleen.  And  fince  none  of  the 
ancient  Phyficians,  or  their  Contempora¬ 
ries  or  Succeflors,  as  far  as  I  know,  have 
condemned  or  cenfured  Liofcorides ,  Celfm , 
Pliny,  Samtnonicus ,  My  rep  fits ,  <SCc.  for  afcri- 
bing  to  feveral  Plants,  efpecially  Mikwafte 
or  Spleen  wort,  a  Virtue  to  aboliffi  the  Spleen, 
it  is  a  very  ftrong  Argument,  that  they  be¬ 
lieved-  from  fufficient  Proof,  that  a  Man 
might  live  without  his  Spleen. 

Nor  can  it  be  conceived  that  Liofcorides-, 
Sammonicus ,  and  other  Phyficians,  would 
ever  have  attempted  to  root  out  and  extin- 
guifh  the  Spleen  by  internal  Medicines,  had 
they  not  known  by  repeated  Inftances,  that 
Animals  could  live  hale  and  well,  though 
deprived  of  that  Bowel.  For  it  is  very  evi¬ 
dent,  as  Paid  before,  that  they  never  pra- 
ftifed  this  in  other  Cafes.  We  know  of  no 
Medicines  direded  by  them  to  confume  em 
tirely,  and  wade  the  Lungs,  the  Stomach, 
or  the  Inver,  when  they  grew  Diftempered : 


w? 


*  Item.  Lib.  XXIV*  p.  476* 
this  TotraU*  I*  Serrsw  L 
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We  hear  of  no  Heart-wafte,  or  Liver-wafte 
among  the  Plants.  No  Poultefs,  no  Anti¬ 
dote,  to  cut  in  Pieces  the  Kidneys,  the  Blad¬ 
der,  or  Colon,  when  diforder’d. 

;Nor  is  it  neceffary,  as  I  have  faid  before, 
that  I  fhould  prove  that  the  Ancient  Phyfi- 
eians  by  fuch  internal  Medicines,  did  really 
lay  wafte  and  extirpate  the  Spleen,  for  I 
verily  believe  they  did  not  •  but  it  is  fuf- 
ficient  for  my  Purpofe  to  Ihew,  that  they 
really  looked  upon  the  Spleen  as  fuch  an 
Enemy  to  Mankind,  that  they  thought  it 
reafonable  to- endeavour  by  all  Means  to  de- 
(Iroy  it.-,  for  this  will  evidently  evince,  that 
they  did  not  believe  it  to  be  a  Part  neceffary 
to  the  Life  and  Health  of  the  Animal,  but 
that  it  might  be  fpared  and  more,  that  the 
Animal  might  live  better  without  it:  And 
this  Opinion  they  muff  have  entertained 
from  their  own  Experiments,  or  from  the 
credible  Tradition  of  their  Anceftors,  that 
the  Spleen  in  other  Animals  was  fafely  ex¬ 
tirpated.  , 

I  have  now  Ihown  that  the  Ancients  be¬ 
lieved  that  the  Spleen  might  be  extracted 
from  the  wounded  Side  of  an  Animal, 
without  any  fenfible  Detriment  to  his 
Health  and  Vigor,  and  that  their  Belief  was 
founded  on  fufficient  Experiments. 

SECT  I- 


I 
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SECTION  IV. 

U  T  now  about  the  Eighth 
Century,  a  great  Revolution 
happens  in  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Learning:  For  the 
laft  Blow  being  given  to  the 
Roman  Greatnefs  and  Domi¬ 
nion  in  the  Reign  of  Jugnjhtlus ,  after  it  had 
been  long  weakened  by  the  Revolt  of  the 
Provinces  in  the  Eajl ,  and  the  violent  Irrup¬ 
tions  of  Northern  Nations  into  Italy ,  and 
the  Provinces  of  the  West,  Science  and  Po¬ 
lite  Literature  forfook  Greece  and  Rome } 
for  Empire  and  Learning  rife  and  fall  toge¬ 
ther  •,  and  made  their  Court  to  the  new  Con¬ 
querors,  the  Saracens  and  Arabians.  In  the 
mean  Time  a  dark  Night  of  barbarous  Igno¬ 
rance,  introduced  by  barbarous  Arms,  over- 
calt  all  the  Nations  of  Europe  j  while  their 
Lights  being  extinguifhed,  the  Schools  of 
Philofophy  were  laid  Waite  and  Defolate, 
nor  was  the  Voice  of  Inftruction  heard  in 
the  Cities :  And  then  is  it  a  Wonder,  that  at 
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this  Juncture  the  Colleges  of  Phyfick  fliould 
be  likewife  fhut  up  and  abandoned)  Whence 
for  the  Space  of  Four  or  Five  Centuries, 
this  Art  lay  rude  and  uncultivated,  except 
what  it  acquired  among  the  Arabians ,  who 
were  little  more  than  idle  Commentators  on 
Hippocrates  and  the  Greeks  a  way  of  waft¬ 
ing  Time,  which  is  yet  in  Credit  with  fome 
of  the  ProfefTion-,  till  Learning  began  again 
to  break  through  her  Cloud,  and  throw  off 
the  almoft  total  Eclipfe,  in  which  fhe 
lay  involv’d  fo  many  Hundred  Years,  by  the 
Induftry  and  Sagacity  of  the  firft  Reftorers 
of  Learning :  Such  as  Otloo  frifingenfis ,  and 
Reuclin  in  Germany  Angelas  Volitianus ,  Al¬ 
dus  Manutius ,  Hermolaus  Barhams,  J.  Vicus 
MiranduU,  Bog  gins  Florentinus,  and  the  cele¬ 
brated  Laurent  ins  de  Medici,  the  great  Patron 
and  Friend  of  Learning  and  Learned  Men, 
and  the  Father  of  Pope  Leo  the  Tenth,  who 
himfelf  alfo  was  a  great  Promoter  and  En- 
courager  of  Letters  and  Erudition-,  and 
many  others,  who  at  great  Expence  in  pro¬ 
curing  Copies  of  the  Ancients,  and  by  in¬ 
credible  Pains  unvailed  the  dark  Face  of 
Science,  and  duelled  the  Night  that  had 
overfpread  the  Nations.  Thefe  Worthies 
had  the  Honour  to  invite,  and  call  back 
from  a  long  Exile,  human  Arts  and  Scien¬ 
ces  and  to  be  the  Harbingers  and  lntro- 
ducftors  of  the  new  Day  that  began  to  dawn 
on  the  Schools  of  Knowledge  and  Educati- 
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on.  It  is  true,  however,  that  the  Aft  of 
Medicine  was  not  fo  entirely  extinguilhed^ 
but  that  about  the  Years  Eleven  and  Twelve 
Hundred,  Two  of  the  later  Greek  Phyfici¬ 
ans,  A 3u arms  and  Nicolaus  Myrepfus ,  fiou- 
rifhed,  and  in  fome  Degree  kept  up  the  Re¬ 
putation  and  Credit  of  Phylick,  at  lealt  pre¬ 
served  it  from  a  total  Extin&ion.  But  after 
the  Art  of  Medicine  had  been  at  a  full  Stop 
at  the  Downfai  of  the  Roman  Monarchy, 
and  indeed  had  received  little  or  no  Im¬ 
provement  before,  its  Growth  having  been 
checked  and  Hinted  by  fome  unaccountable, 
but  fatal  Incidents,  from  its  tender  Infancy, 
’till  the  Sixteenth  Century,  and  after  this 
Period,  the  Art  of  Medicine  with  Philofo- 
phy  revived,  and  Phyficians  abounded  in 
all  Countries.  But  though  Phyficians  were 
multiplied,  and  Writers  were  endlefs,  yet 
’till  the  laft  Century,  the  Art  received  little 
Increafe  and  Advancement. 

But  now  when  the  Enquirers  into  Nature, 
difcerning  the  Vanity  of  Aristotle's  Syftem, 
entered  upon  a  rational  way  of  Procedure  •, 
and  laying  by  that  empty  Scheme,  applied 
themfelves  with  Diligence  to  Experimental 
Philofophy-,  the  Phyficians,  who  always 
came  into  the  prevailing  Notions  of  the 
Philofoohers,  deferred  the  unprofitable  Sed: 

of  Methodists ,  who  relied  uuon  Elaborate, 

/  _ 

Artificial  Compofitions  of  Plants  and  Drugs, 
more  than  on  the  Knowledge  of  Nature : 

And 
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•And  inftead  of  improving  the  healing  Art 
by  repeated  Experiments,  and  finding  out 
the  falutary  Virtue  of  Simples,  vainly  ima¬ 
gined  to  advance  it,  by  an  iromenfe  Luxury 
of  elegant  Forms,  and  a  huddled  Mixture 
and  Confufion  of  numerous  Ingredients. 
That  is,  they  returned  to  the  Empirical  way 
of  Hippocrates ,  and  the  Phyficians  for  feveraf 
Ages  before,  even  through  all  the  long  Line 
of  the  jEfaA apian  Race.  And  notwithftand- 
mg  Hippocrates  had  not  acquired  much  of 
the  Art  of  Medicine,  but  confiderable,  how¬ 
ever,  for  the  Age  he  lived  in  it  rauft  to 
his  Honour  be  acknowledged,  that  whilft  he 
kept  to  the  Empirical  Way,  he  took  the  tru- 
eft  Steps  towards  the  Advancement  of  the 
Art  ^  which  when  his  Suceeifors  deferted, 
for  what  the  Methodijls  unreafonably  called 
the  Rational  Way,  they  barr’d  the  Progrefs, 
and  flopped  the  Growth  of  Medicinal  Know¬ 
ledge,  till  the  Two  laft  Centuries.  And 
now  when  after  this  great  Chafm  or  Inter¬ 
regnum ,  which  fo  long  interrupted  the  Suc- 
ceflion  of  the  Princes  of  Philofophy  and 
Phyfick,  Learning,  which  for  many  Ages 
feemed  over-whelmed  with  a  dead  Sleep , 
and  buried  in  Oblivion,  began  to  awaken 
and  revive,  and  cheriflied  and  encouraged 
by  Men  of  fuperior  Judgment  and  Genius, 
in  a  little  Time  acquired  a  greater  degree  of 
Force  and  Luftre,  though  far  fhort  of  a  per- 

fed  State,  than  it  had  arrived  at  for  above 

Two 
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Two  Thoufand  Years  before*  And  now, 
after  this  Revolution  in  the  Schools,  by  a 
Diflip’ation  of  fo  long  and  dark  a  Night,  af¬ 
ter  this  Reftoration  of  Science,  and  Refur- 
re&ion  of  Tetters,  let  us  examine  what  the 
modern  Line  of  JZfculapians  have  afferted, 
concerning  the  fafe  Extirpation  of  the 
Spleen. 

x  Andreas  Vef alius  affirms,  that  this  was 
a  prevailing  Opinion  about  the  Times  of 
Arijlotle :  For  he  fays,  that  his  Defendant 
Erafisiratus ,  was  induced  by  the  Reports  of 
the  common  People,  that  the  Spleen  might 
be  fafely  taken  out  of  Horfes,  to  conclude 
that  this  Bowel  was  of  no  Ufe  to  the  Ani¬ 
mal.  _  It  is  here  acknowledged  that  this 
Opinion  was  embraced  by  the  People  of 
Greece ,  near.  Two  Thoufand  Years  ago* 
Erafisiratus  himfelf  was  by  this  convinced, 
that  the  Spleen  was  an  idle  and  infignificant 
Member,  as  indeed  it  is  in  regard  to  the  In¬ 
dividual.  Now  it  cannot  be  imagined  that 
Erafisiratus ,  an  eminent  Philofopher,  could 
give  fo  much  Credit  to  an  uncertain  Hearfay, 
and  the  Stories  of  Goffipsand  Tattlers,  as  to 
build  an  Hypothefis  in  natural  Philofophy, 
upon  their  Authority  no,  he  muft  be  fup- 
pofed  to  be  afcertained  of  the  Truth  of  the 

i — irrnT  f  -  rrr  wi  T~rni  ■  mi  mi  „,m— j,,  ,  n L__ _ _ _  iiim 

x  Andr.  Vefalius  Lib.  V.  de  Srru&ura  Hominis,  FoL 
Eafil,  .  > 


J 
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Fad  by  competent  Evidence.  And  why 
Vef alius  fliould  call  this  a  foolilh  Belief  of 
the  People,  and  yet  at  the  fame  Time  al¬ 
loy7,  that  it  was  fufficient  to  prevail  upon  a 
wife  Philofopher,  I  can’t  imagine  ^  for  this 
is  to  make  a  difcreet  Man  of  Learning  as 
credulous  and  wreak,  as  thofe  he  calls  the 
foolifli  People  but  why  does  this  Author 
pronounce  fo  peremptory  and  rafn  a  Sen¬ 
tence  on  this  Belief  of  the  People  ? 

He  does  not  attempt  to  offer  the  leaff 
Reafon  For  this  Affertion  •,  but  with  an  arbi¬ 
trary  and  magifterial  Air,  fays,  the  Grecian 
People,  foolifhly  believed  that  the  Spleen 
might  be  removed  from  Horfes.  I  fuppofe 
it  is  beneath  the  Dignity  of  a  Profeffor  pof- 
fefs’d  of  the  Chair,  to  condefcend  fo  low, 
as  to  offer  any  Proof  or  Reafon  for  what  he 
fays.  It  muff  be  enough,  that  fo  diftin- 
guilh’d  a  Perfon  afferts  it,  and  that  we  have 
his  Authority  to  rely  on.  But  whether 
Erajiftratus  was  a  better  Judge  of  Fads  in  his 
own  Time ,  and  his  own  Country,  than 
Tef alius,  that  lived  fo  many  Ages  after  him 
in  another  Country,  and  Was  more  capable 
of  determining  whether  this  O pinion,  in 
his  owrn  Days,  uTas  an  idle  and  foolilh  Sto¬ 
ry,  is  very  eafy  to  decide.  And  if  Erafn, 
stratus  was  fo  far  convinced  of  the  Truth  of 
the  Fad,  that  iff-  Conformity  to  that  Con- 
vidion,  he  fettled  his  Notions  in  natural 

Science  he  muff  have  thought  that  the  Pra- 
'  "  J  E  dice 


50  A  Critical  Dijjertation 

dice  of  cutting  out  the  Spleen  from  Cour- 
fers  was  well  attefted,  and  that  the  People 
were  not  Fools  for  believing  it. 

a  Sylvius  Deleboe  affirms,  that  Dogs  may 
live  without  the  Spleen  -  and  that  the 
Spleen  was  given  to  Animals  not  for  Life, 
but  the  greater  Convenience  of  Life  ^  and 
this  fufficiently  anfwers  my  Purpofe,  till  any 
Man  ffiall  ffiew  me  what  the  Commodity  of 
Life  is,  for  which  the  Spleen  is  made  ^  for 
from  the  beginning  of  the  World  to  this 
Time,  no  ufeful  Fun&ion  of  the  Spleen  has 
been  difcovered.  So  in  this  Sylvius  follows 
the  Opinion  of  Aristotle ,  before  cited,  that 
the  Spleen  is  not  neceffary  fwipliciter ,  but 
only  by  Accident.  For  my  Part,  I  am  con¬ 
tented  with  this  Conceffion,  that  it  is  not 
neceffary  and  my  Opponents  may  take  to 
themfelves  Neceffity  per  accidens ,  a  cafual 
or  fortuitous  Thing,  and  let  them  make  the 
moft  of  it. 

And  that  it  was  likewife  the  Opinion  of 
the  latefl  Phyficians  and  Anatomifts,  that 
the  Spleen  might  be  fafely  extracted  from 
Animals  by  Incdion,  will  appear  from  the 
fulled:  Evidence. 

h  Malpighius  by  many  clear  Experiments, 
fatisfied  himfelf,  that  all  the  various  Schemes 

t 


a  F.  Deleboe  Sylvij  Prax.  Med*  Lib.  I.  c,  43* 
b  Malpighius  de  Liene. 
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formed  by  the  Ancients  and  Moderns  * 
wliofe  Opinions  were  as  many  as  there  wer  e 
Philosophers  and  Phyficians,  as  Etmuller  ol£ 
ferves,  were  ill  imagined  and  precarious.  He 
thus  express  himfelf  •,  “  Quid  igitur  de  tarn 
tc  artificiofo  vifcere  fentiendum  Jit  penitus  ig~ 
noro.  What  therefore  to  think  of  a  Bow- 
“  el  contrived  with  fo  much  Art,  I  am 
tQ  Wholly  ignorant  And  therefore  to  en~ 
quire  after  its  true  Office  and  Fun&ion  in 
the  Animal  Oeconomy ,  he  exfe&ed  the 
Spleen  from  various  Animals,  in  order  to 
make  fome  certain  Observation,  that  might 
give  him  Light  into  this  myfterious  Subje&s 
And  he  relates  an  Experiment  that  he  made, 
being  a  Sifted  by  Two.  ingenious  Friends, 
upon  a  living  Dog  •,  which  he  fays  did  not  at 
all  ferve  his  Purpofe,  though  it  very  much 
ferves  mine  c  He  fays  he  opened,  the  Side  of 
a  young  Dog, .  and  bound  the  Blood- V effels 
at  the  Entrance  of  the  Spleen,  with  a  ftrid 
Ligature,  and  fo  left  it,  and  made  up  the 
Wound  in  the  Side :  The  Dog  did  not  only 
Survive  the  Operation,  but  continued  as 
long  as  he  lived,  without  any  Injury  or  De¬ 
triment  to  his  Health  and  Vivacity,  for  affi 
ter  a  few  Weeks  he  recovered  from  his 
Wound,  and  performed  with  Alacrity  his 
natural  Functions,  without  any  Mark  .or 
Footftep  of  impaired  Healths  ^The  HabiJ 
of  his  Body  was  in  ever 
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F^,  and  his  A&ivity  and  Chearfulnefs  was 
equal  to  that  of  others  of  his  Species  ^  and 
thus  he  continued  a  confiderable  Time,  as 
will  prefently  appear  and  might  have  con¬ 
tinued  fo  many  Years  longer,  had  he  been 
fuffered  to  live.  Nor  does  this  celebrated 
Anatomift  give  the  lead:  Hint  of  any  Obfer- 
vation  he  ever  made  of  the  Animals,  from 
whom  he  had  taken  out  the  Spleen,  that 
they  ever  languifh’d,  or  differ’d  any  Incon¬ 
venience. 

After  a  Space  of  Time,  which  the  Ana- 
tomift  dees  not  name,  he  opened  the  Dog 
again,  to  fee  what  Phenomena  or  Events 
might  guide  him  in  his  Search  after  what  he 
long’d  to  know and  he  tells  us,  that  he 
found  that  Bowel  fhriveled  and  fhrunk  up 
to  the  minuted:  Size  ^  and  that  being  com¬ 
plicated  with  the  Omentum ,  it  could  fcarce- 
ly  be  difeerned  •,  for  it  looked  like  a  little 
fkinny  Hull :  And  upon  Obfervation  of  the 
Blood,  and  all  the  Bowels,  he  found  them 
in  a  very  healthful  State.  Thereupon,  fays 
the  fagacious  Author,  there  appeared  no¬ 
thing  in  this  Dog,  that  could  contribute  in 
the  lead:  to  my  finding  out  the  Ufe  of  the 
Spleen  :  Thus  fir  Malpighius.  But  though 
he  could  not  difeover  by  this  Experiment 
the  Ufe  of  the  Spleen,  yet  had  he  refle&ed, 
he  might  eafily  have  found  out,  that  it  was 
of  no  Ufe  at  all,  in  refpedt  of  the  Indivi- 


upon  the  Spleen. 


dual'*,  for  if  an  Animal  can  live  without  his 
Spleen  with  fuch  entire  Health,  Spirit  and 
Vivacity,  and  continue  as  well  in  all  Re- 
fpe&s,  as  others  of  his  Kind,  when  his 
Spleen  was  contracted  and  fhrunk  almoft  to 
nothing,  and  its  Communication  with  the 
Animal  Oeconomy  was  entirely  cut  off, 
and  as  much  as  if  it  had  been  wholly  extir¬ 
pated:  If  this,  I  fay,  be  not  fufficient  to 
(how  that  the  Spleen  is  neither  neceflary  nor 
confiderably  ufeful  to  the  Individual,  I  can¬ 
not  conceive  what  Proof  can  be  conclufive, 
nor  what  is  wanting  to  put  this  Queftion  be¬ 
yond  Doubt  and  Controverfy.  A  Fungus, 
or  cutaneous  Excrefcence,  whofe  Peduncu- 
lus  or  Root  is  bound  clofely  with  a  Hair  or 
a  Silk  Ligature,  will  Wade  and  Perilh, 
while  defrauded  of  Supplies,  without  any 
Damage  to  the  Animal*  that  lives  as  well 
without  it;,  the  Spleen  therefore,  as  to  the 
Individual  in  this  Refpeft,  refembles  fuch 
fuperfluous  Tumors  or  Excqefcences,  which 
■we  call  Warts,  Wens,  and  Schirrous,  un¬ 
painful  Swellings,  which  may  and  ought  to 
be  extirpated :  And  if  there  were  no  other 
Ufefulnefs  in  the  Spleen,  than  what  yet  ap¬ 
pears,  it  may  certainly,  as  to  the  Animal 
that  enjoys  it,  be  pronounced  Insignificant  •, 
but  then  my  Hypothecs,  if  eftablifhed,  will 
relieve  this  Abfurdity ,  by  affignmg  to  it 
another  Ufe ,  in  refpect  of  the  Species. 

E  3  A<?r~ 
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c  Kergerns  ftatuit  nondum  denis  nfutn  per 
totins  me  die  in  a  atatem  fatis  inveftigatum 
eJfe.  ■  | 

d  Etmiiller  fays,  Canes  item  porci  fine  fplene 
pofl  excifwnem  v'vuunt ,  &  omnes  qua  vitales , 
qua  Animates ,  qua  geni  tales  a  cl  tones  obire 
certain  eft,  quia  per  experientiam  confirmatur . 
That  Dogs  and  Swine  live  after  the  Extir¬ 
pation  or  Excifion  of  the  Spleen  •,  and  per¬ 
form  all  Vital,  Animal,  and  Genital  Acti¬ 
ons,  is  certain,  becaufe  confirmed  by  Expe¬ 
rience.  I  have  tried,  fays  he,  the  Expe¬ 
riment  on  Dogs,  and  fometimes  they  grow 
Fatter,  and  fometimes  Leaner  ^  and  one  of 
them  lived  Six  Years  after  the  Exfe&ion. 
And  after  he  fays,  that  the  Spleen  may  be 
cut  out  of  Dogs  and  Swine ,  and  other 
Brutes,  without  any  fenfible  Hurt  done  to 
their  Faculties,  And  before,  De  Brutis  res 
notijfma  eft ,  See.  Of  Brutes  it  is  a  Thing  no¬ 
torious,  that  the  Excifion  of  the  Spleen, 
efpecially  in  Dogs  and  Cats,  may  be  per¬ 
formed  without  any  obfervable  Diminution 
of  Health  and  as  to  the  Exfe&ion  of  the 
Spleen  from  human  Animals ,  Etmuller 
quotes  an  Example,  which  he  calls  fide  dig¬ 
ram ,  of  the  Extraction  of  the  Spleen  by 


f  Kergerns  de  Fermentations,  Se8:.  III.  Cap.  cited,  by 
Cafrellus  in  voce  Liene. 

|  Etmulleri  Opera,  Vol.  L  p.  11$.  ubi  de  Liene. 

Inu- 
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Inuftion  or  Burning,  confirmed  by e  M&bius  \ 
and  he  alfo  refers  to  the  recorded  Teftimo- 
nies  of  others,  whom  he  cites  for  more  Ex¬ 
amples  of  this  Extirpation  of  the  Spleen 
from  human  Animals.  f  Cajlellus  like  wife 
directs  the  Reader  for  feveral  Inftances  of 
the  Extirpation  of  this  Bowel,  to  Schenkim , 
and  the  Ephemerides  Nat.  Curioforum. 

But  why  fhould  I  tire  and  opprefs  the 
Reader  with  more  Evidence  of  a  Fact  fo 
notorious  ?  I  appeal  to  the  Anatomifts  of  the 
prefent  Age.  It  is  not  to  be  imagined,  that 
after  Malpighius ,  Etmidler ,  and  many  others 
have  publilhed  their  Experiments  on  this 
Subjed,  and  demonltratcd  that  a  Dog  can 
live  in  good  Health,  after  the  Excifion  of 
the  Spleen,  they  fhould  never,  either  to 
confirm  or  confute  that  Afiertion,  nor  even 
out  of  Curiofity,  have  made  the  Lke  Try- 
als  and  if  they  have,  what  Reafon  can  be 
given  why,  for  the  Sake  of  Truth,  and  Im¬ 
provement  of  natural  Science,  they  fhould 
never  produce  them  ?  Efpecially  after  I  had 
publifhed  my  Effay  on  the  Spleen,  where 
I  have  afferted  the  fame  Thing  with  thefe 

eminent  x4uthors.  _  .  . 

It  may  perhaps  be  faid,  that  it  is  true  an 

Animal  may  live  without  his  Spleen,  and 


*  Msebius  in  fundament.  Medic,  p.  405. 
f  Caftellus  ubi  fupra. 
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in  perfect  and  entire  Health  for  a  while  - 
but  it  does  not  appear  how  long  he  will  live, 
without  falling  into  Diftempers.  In  anfwer 
to  this,  let  it  be  confidered,  that  I  have 
proved  that  the  Courfers  in  former  Ages, 
after  the  Extirpation  of  the  Spleen,  were  fo 
far  from  contracting  Difeafes  upon  that  Ac¬ 
count,  that  they  became  more  fwift  and 
aCtive :  Nor  can  it  be  conceived  that  this 
could  have  been  a  cuftomary  PraCtice  of  the 
Owners,  had  they  perceived  that  this  Ex- 
fection  was  attended  with  ill  Confequences, 
much  lefs  fatal  Difeafes.  Secondly ,  I  have 
proved,  that  the  Excifion  of  this' Bowel  was 
often  praCtifed  upon  human  Animals  •,  who 
if  they  furvived  the  Operation,  lived  af¬ 
terwards  in  better  Health,  at  leaf:  not 
worfe:  Nor  would  ever  any  Phyficians  have 
attempted  or  propofed ,  nor  would  any 
Man  ever  have  undergone  fuch  an  Opera¬ 
tion,  had  they  not  been  fully  fatisfied  by 
undeniable  Evidence,  that  other  Animals 
Hid  furvive  the  Extinction  of  the  Spleen, 
and  enjoyed  afterwards  as  good  and  as  lad¬ 
ing  Health,  as  others  of  the  Kind.  And 
indeed  had  not  this  been  a  common  and 
fafe  Practice,  it  is  morally  impoflible,  as 
faid  above,  that  this  Experiment  {hould 
have  been  firfl  tried  upon  Men  and 
Women/  "  ' 


As 


\ 
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As  to  Dogs  thus  Caftrated  or  Difiqem- 
bred,  I  my  felf,  as  I  have  elfewhere  af¬ 
firmed,  have  taken  out  the  Spleen  of  one, 
that  to  my  own  Knowledge,  lived  above  a 
Year  after  in  perfect  Vigor  and  Alacrity, 
and  he  might  have  done  fo  many  Years 
more,  as  far  as  I  know.  Malpighius  fays 
nothing  of  any  Diftemper  that  ever  befel 
any  Dog,  or  any  living  Creature  elfe  that 
he  had  thus  Difmembered  ^  and  in  that , 
whole  Spleen  he  had  deftroyed  by  a  ftridt 
Ligature,  it  was  fome  Weeks  before  the 
Wound  was  healed  *,  and  it  muft  have  re¬ 
quired  many  more,  before  the  whole  Spleen 
could  be  mrunk  and  dried  to  almoft  no¬ 
thing.  Etmuller ,  to  fet  the  Matter  out  of 
Doubt,  made  frequent  Tryals  upon  Dogs^ 
Some  of  them  he  affirms,  after  the  Opera¬ 
tion  grew  fatter,  fome  leaner,  and  he  cites 
Deufinghu  for  the  like,  and  therefore  they 
muft  have  furvived  a  confiderable  Time, 


before  flich  Obfervation  could  have  been 
made  *,  and  to  give  yet  the  fulleft  Satisfacti¬ 
on,  he  tells  us,  that  one  of  them  lived  Six 
Years  after  the  Operation,  and  grew  Fat 
he  was  not  therefore  m  a  languifhing  State, 
And  furely  thefe  Inftances,  with  that  I  have 
mentioned  of  my  own  Knowledge,  are  fuf- 
ficient  to  prove  that  a  Dog  may  continue 
many  Months  or  Years,  without  any  vifible 
Decay,  or  Diminution  of  Health.  I  do  not 
deny  but  that  Dogs,  after  the  Excifion  of 
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that  Bowel  are  Mortal,  and  will  certainly 
fall  by  fome  fatal  Difeafe,  or  decays  of  Age. 
But  this  I  deny,  that  they  will  fuffer  Dif- 
eafes,  or  Death,  as  the  Effed  of  fuch  Exci- 
fion.  Nor  do  I  deny  that  they  may  undergo 
fome  Change  or  Variation  in  their  Bodies, 
as  Eunuchs  do,  as  I  at  fird  fuggeded  •,  but 
this  I  alfert,  that  they  find  no  Alteration, 
that  is  ineor.fident  with  a  found  and  undi- 
dempered  Conftitution  *,  one  Variation  is 
nfually  allow?d,  that  they  grow  more  Sala¬ 
cious  after  this  Excifion,  which  very  much 
favours  my  Hypothefis,  that  makes  the  Ufe 
of  the  Spleen  to  confid  in  retarding  the 
Current,  of  the  Blood,  that  it  may  not  rufh 
with  more  fmpetuofity,  and  a  greater  Quan¬ 
tity,  into  the  Organs  of  Procreation,  than 
the  Exigences  of  Nature  require. 

And  now  after  what  I  have  faid  of  the 
common  Pradice  of  extinguilhing  and  cut¬ 
ting  out  of  the  Spleen  from  Horfes  and 
Dogs,  and  from  Men  and  Women,  finely 
none  but  thofe,  that  have  fuch  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  Command  of  their  Underdandings, 
that  in  Defpite  of  the  cleared  Evidence, 
they  can  oblige  them  to  hold  fad  the  Opi¬ 
nion  they  have  embraced,  and  fo  have  in¬ 
deed  a  Power  of  believing  what  they,  plea  fe, 
can  continue  wavering  and  undetermined  in 
this  Matter. 

But 
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But  to  allow  thofe  that  differ  from  me , 
all  the  fair  Play  imaginable  in  this  Difpu- 
tation,  let  it  be  fuppofed,  though  I  have 
proved  much  more  before,  that  an  Animal 
deprived  of  the  Milt,  Ihould  live  hail  and 
vigorous  but  for  Three  Months,  which  I  af- 
fure  my  felf,  all  Anatomills  will  grant  •  this 
will  bean  undeniable  Proof,  that  the  Spleen 
is  not  a  neceffary  Bowel,  nor  more  ufefui 
to  the  Individual,  than  the  Organs  of  Pro¬ 
creation.  For  if  an  Animal,  when  his 
Spleen  is  gone,  continues  Three  Months  fafe 
and  found,  what  Reafon  can  be  given  or 
imagined,  why  he  fhould  not  -continue  fo 
till  common  Difeafes  incident  to  the  Spe¬ 
cies,  or  mere  Age  take  him  off?  If  the 
Spleen  had  any  important  Function  or  Of¬ 
fice,  for  the  Prefervation  of  Life  or  Health, 
the  Animal  muff  certainly  have  miffed  it  in 
fuch  a  Space  of  Time,  and  expreffed  foine 
v/ay  or  other  the  want  of  it  ^  and  there 
muff  immediately  have  been  fome  fenlible 
Defed  and  Interruption  in  the  Animal  Ad- 
miniflration,  upon  the  Removal  of  an  Or- 
ganical  Part,  that  had  any  conliderable, 
Share  in  carrying  it  on :  For  how  could 
Nature,  without  "this  Inftrument,  preferve 
her  Integrity,  and  maintain  the  Regularity 
and  Harmony  of  her  Oeconomy.  If  any 
Spring  or  Wheel  be  removed  or  broken  in  a 
ClocC  or  Watch,  or  if  any  ufefui  Parts  are 

taken  out  of  any  other  Automata,  or  curious 

En- 
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Engines,  would  they  not  be  immediately 
miffed,  and  the  want  of  them  be  difcerned  by 
the  Diforder  and  Defeds  that  would  appear 
in  the  Motions  of  fuch  artful  Pieces  ?  And 
if  fuch  Engines  were  fuppofed  to  be  anima¬ 
ted,  would  not  the  Event  be  the  fame? 
How  then  can  any  Member  of  Importance, 
either  External  or  Internal,  be  wholly  ta¬ 
ken  away  from  the  human  living  Machine, 
and  the  Animal  fuffer  no  difcernable  Lofs  of 
it  in  lefs  than  Three  Months  ?  Can  the 
Brain,  the  Lungs,  the  Heart,  the  Kidneys, 
€^r.  or  any  other  inward  Organical  Mem¬ 
ber,  far  inferior  to  the  Spleen  in  Amplitude 
and  Strudure ,  and  curious  Apparatus  of 
Membranes,  Nerves,  Arteries,  and  Veins, 
or  any  outward  Mufcle  or  Tendon,  be  de- 
flroyed  without  immediate  Death,  or  fome 
apparent  Suffering  by  the  Lofs  of  fuch  Or¬ 
gans?  And  fuppofe  an  Animal  could  fur- 
vive  Three  Months  the  Excilion  of  any 
other  Bowel  in  perfect  Health  may  it  not 
fafely  be  concluded,  that  it  might  continue 
fo  as  long  as  it  lived?  If  the  Function  of 
any  Bowel,  the  Heart,  Lungs,  &c.  could 
be  extinguifhed,  or  totally  fufpended  for 
Three  Months ,  without  any  difcernable 
confequent  Inconvenience-,  what  Obltacle, 
what  new  Event,  what  Suffering  could  dif- 
cover  that  the  Animal  would  feel  the  Want 
of  it  afterwards  ?  So  if  an  External  Orga- 

nical 
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nical  Part  of  the  Feet,  the  Fingers,  &c.  or 
any  Mufcle  or  Tendon,  or  any  Organ  of 
Senfe  fhould  be  extinguifhed,  the  Lofs  is 
prefently  difcerned.  And  if  it  is  not  felt 
m  many  Weeks,  how  fhall  it  afterwards 
come  to  pafs?  Why  then  is  it,  that  when 
the  Spleen  is  taken  out,  there  fhould  no  De¬ 
fect,  no  Complaint,  no  Alteration  be  pre¬ 
fently  obferved,  as  well  as  when  any  other 
Organical  Part  of  the  Body  is  entirely  ex¬ 
tinguifhed  ?  It  may  hence  clearly  be  in¬ 
ferred,  that  if  any  Bowel  or  other  Organ 
can  be  fo  well  fpared,  that  the  Difmem- 
bered  Animal  fhall  fuffer  nothing  from  the 
want  of  it  for  Three,  and  much  more  for 
Twelve  Months,  or  Six  Years,  that  he 
will  never  afterwards  feel  the  want  of  it, 
by  any  Diminution  of  Health  upon  that 


Account.  ,  , 

Let  it  be  farther  confidered ,  that  the 

natural  Function,  and  ufeful  Province  of  all 
the  Bowels,  and  principal  Organs  of  the 
Body  was  expofed  immediately  to  the 
View5 and  Obfervation  of  all  Men,  from 
the  beginning  of  Time.  For  Inftance,  the 
Office  "of  the  Heart,  the  Lungs ,  Kidneys* 
Stomach,  and  of  all  the  external  Organs  of 
Senfe  and  Motion-,  but  the  Ufe  01  the 
Spleen  has  lam  hid  from  the  Creation  ot 
the  World,  and  continues  a  profound  My 
fiery  to  this  Day ,  as  I  have  fhown .el 
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where.  A  great  Part  of  the  ancient  Philo- 
fophers,  and  a  much  greater  of  the  Phyfi- 
cians,  held  that  it  was  either  fuperfluous 
and  infignificant ,  or  hurtful  and  burden- 
fome,  and  therefore  to  be  extirpated,  as  I 
have  proved.  And  thofe  that  attempt  to 
account  for  the  Ufe  of  it,  though  they  dif¬ 
fer  much  from  themfelves,  yet  they  all 
agree  in  afiigning  to  it  inept,  abfurd  and  ri¬ 
diculous  Functions,  as  that  of  a  Spunge  to 
drink  up  the  Dregs,  and  Off-fcourings  of 
the  Liver,  or  as  an  equal  Weight  placed  in 
the  Left  Side,  to  anfwer  the  Liver  in  the 
Right,  and  fo  to  prefetve  a  Balance,  that 
neither  Side  might  preponderate.  But 
here  I  muft  crave  leave  to  do  Juftice  to 
Ifidore  s,  who  does  more  than  affert  its  Ufe- 
fulnefs,  for  he  pleads  for  the  Neceffity  of 
it,  and  that  Neceffity  is  to  prevent  a  Va¬ 
cuum^  for  that,  he  fays,  muft  have  been 
the  fad  Confequence,  had  not  that  Place  iii 
the  Left  Side  been  filled  up  by  the  Spleen  5, 
and  then  how  dreadful  a  Condition  had  the 
World  been  in?  The  Foundations  of  it 
would  have  been  overturned,  and  all  Na¬ 
ture  had  been  unhinged,  disjoynted  and 
huddled  together  again  in  Prinu>valy  Indi- 
ftinftion,  Darknefs,  and  Confufion. 


s  Ifidor.  L.  II.  T.  cited  ly  Martinius  In  voce  Lien, 

But 
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But  it  is  Matter  of  Admiration,  that  fo 
great  a  Man  as  h  Origen  fliould  efpoufe  fuch 
an  extravagant  Opinion  •  for  he  likewife  fays 
the  fame  Thing  with  IJidore ,  that  this  Or¬ 
gan  u  as  formed  leit  V acua  exijlerent :  And 
notwithltanding  the  Scheme  of  thefe  Au¬ 
thors  feems  a  merry  and  ludicrous  Conceit 
apd  therefore  requires  not  a  grave  Confuta¬ 
tion,  yet  perhaps  it  is  as  folid  and  fubffcm- 
tial,  as  any  hitherto  produced  by  the  Anci¬ 
ents.  Nor  have  the  Moderns  been  more 
fuccefsful  in  accounting  for  the  Ufe  of  the 
Spleen.  And  this,  as  I  have  Ihewn  before, 
Malpighius ,  the  molt  eminent  of  them, 
freely  confeffes,  and  declares,  that  after  ail 
their  Attempts  to  explain  it,  he  was  wholly 
ignorant  of  its  Ufe.  And  w-ell  might  that 
excellent  Anatomift  acknowledge  the  Weak- 
nefs  of  modern  Schemes:,  For,  though  they 
are  not  fo  gvofs,  and  courfely  imagined,  as 
thofe  of  the  Ancients,  yet  they  have  no  fo¬ 
lid  Foundations  to  fupport  them,  but  are 
only  Plays  of  Fancy,  and  Sports  of  Inven¬ 
tion,  that  amount  to-  no  more  than  fine  in¬ 
tellectual  Cobwebs,  ingenious  Schemes  of 
Imagination,  and  Romantick  Philofophy. 

Now  this  Queffion  wiil  naturally  -refult 
from  thefe  Contemplations :  If  the  Spleen 


b  Origen,  Lib.  II.  quoted  hy  J.  Ger,  VolIuis?  in  his  Ety¬ 
mologic.  in  voce  Splen. 
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is  neceffary,  or  of  any  Importance,  can  it 
be  imagined,  that  it  (hould  have  continued 
an  involved  Myftery  from  the  Creation  of 
the  World  to  this  Time  ^  and  that  no  faga- 
cious  Wit,  no  penetrating  Philofopher,  no 
fearching  Anatomift,  fhould  be  able  to  un¬ 
fold  its  Function,  or  tell  us  clearly  what 
(ingle  Thing  it  is  good  for,  and  in  what  one 
Refped  it  is  Minifterial  in  the  Animal  Go¬ 
vernment?  A  (ingle  Experiment  of  MaU 
pighius ,  effe&ually  ruins  almoft  all  the  Hy- 
pothefes,  that  were  ever  formed  concerning 
the  Ufe  of  the  Spleen  j  whether  of  the  An¬ 
cients,  who  like  Plato  and  Arijlotle ,  fuppofe 
it  a  heap  of  Faeces,  Purgations  or  Excre¬ 
ments  of  the  Liver-,  or  of  others,  that 
thought  it  was  made  to  fuck,  or  attract  to 
it  felf  they  know  not  how,  and  drink  up 
thofe  Impurities  or  Off-fcourings ,  and  to 
keep  the  Liver  fweet  and  clean  •  and  then 
by  its  peculiar  and  inexplicable  Power,  to 
refine  and  purify  them  or  of  the  Moderns, 
that  change  the  Name  of  Melancholy  Dregs, 
to  that  of  acid  or  auftere  Juices,  which  they 
fuppofe  are  feparated  by  the  Spleen  from 
the  Blood,  and  by  an  unknown  Virtue  or 
Ferment,  enlivened  and  exalted  to  a  proper 
Degree  of  Purity :  All  the  Schemes  of  this 
Nature  are,  I  fay,  effectually  fubverted  by 
the  Experiment  I  fuggefted  before  that  is, 
that  if  the  Artery  that  conveys  the  Blood 
into  the  Spleen,  be  tied  and  opened,  the 

Con- 
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Contents  that  iffue  forth,  are  as  lively  and 
florid  as  the  Biood.  that  flows  m  any  othef 
Artery  of  the  Body  and  then  it  cannot 
want  the  farther  Labour  from  Ferments  of 


the  Spleen,  to  exalt  it  to  a  purer,  and  more 
elevated  State.  This,  as  I  faid,  is  the  Ex¬ 
periment  of  Malpightus  and  the  Deductions 
he  makes  from  it,  to  the  Ruin  of  many  in¬ 
genious  and  laboured  Hypothefes,  are  very 
evident.  Tis  true,  Sylvius  de  le  Boe  alferts, 
that  the  Soleen,  after  it  has  received  the 
Arterial  Blood  by  an  extraordinary  Virtue 
lodged  in  it,  purifies,  raifes  and  refines  it  to 
a  Height  fo  fublime,  that  it  becomes  pluf- 
quarn  perfe&us ,  more  than  Perfect ,  and 
even  Superfine-,  that’s  fine  indeed:  let  I 
am  apt  to  imagine  that  all  above,  as  well  as 
under  or  befides  Perfection,  is  really  Imper¬ 
fection.  For  my  Part,  though  I  had  ho¬ 
noured  the  Spleen  ever  fo  much,  I  would 
have  flopped,  and  flood  at  Perfection  for 
that  feems  enough  cf  any  Reafon.  But  then 
it  mu  ft  be  owned,  from  the  Experiment  I 
have  mentioned,  that  it  is  pure  and  perfect 
Arterial  Blood,  when  firft  admitted  into  the 
Spleen,  which  I  fear  will  puzzle  the  Caufe 

again. 

Since  then  I  have  proved,  that  the  1  ra- 
dice  of  cutting  out  the  Spleen  has  obtained 
in  all  Ages,  from  the  eldeft  Antiquity,  and 
has  been  continued  down  to  thefe  dimes,., 
hv  an  uninterrupted  Succefiion,  and  wit  a 
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an  unanimous  concurrence  of  Anatomiffs 
and  Phyficians,  none  _  of  them,  as  far  as  I 
know,  having  denied  in  any  Age  or  Nation, 
that  the  Spleen  may  with  Safety  be  taken 
out.  of  the  Individuals  of  no  one  Species  of 
Animals  whatfoever  I  defire  it  may  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  I  am  in  Polfeflion  of  an  efta- 
bli Hied  Doctrine,  derived  to  me  from  our 
firft  Anceftors,  and  confirmed  by  the  uni- 
verlal  Confent  of  their  Succeifors  ^  and  if 
notwithftanding  any  Phyficians  or  Anato- 
mifts  fhould  remain  diflati  sited,  and  em¬ 
brace  a  novel  and  upftart  Opinion,  different 
from  the  conftant  and  uncontrouled  Senti¬ 
ments  of  the  whole  Faculty,  and  of  the 
Generality,  if  not  of  all  Mankind  ^  it  is  in¬ 
cumbent  on  thefe  hardy  Innovators  to  de¬ 
mon  ftrate  by  good  Proof,  that  fuch  a  fettled, 
unlitigated  Opinion,  is  erroneous  5  and  that 
in  this  Point,  the  whole  World  has  lain  all 
along  in  Darknefs  and  Ignorance,  till  they 
by  their  new  Lights  (happy  Difcoverers) 
had  deteded  the  Miflake.  It  lies,  I  fay, 
upon  them  to  produce  their  Evidence,  and 
Ihew  why  they  depart  from  the  Sentiments 
of  their  Fathers,  and.  form  a  Sectarian 
Scheme,  againft  a  Doctrine  hitherto  uncon- 
telted,  and  therefore  fixed  by  univerfal  Au¬ 
thority.  .  This,  I  fay,  is  their  indifpenfible 
Duty,  if  they  do  not  acquiefce  in  the 
Proofs  I  have  produced  and  not  to  call  up¬ 
on  me  for  farther  Evidence,  to  clear  up  a 
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Point  that  was  never  before  difputed,  or  cal¬ 
led  in  Queftion.  I,  as  I  have  laid,  am  in  i 
rightful  PoiTeflion  of  an  ancient  and  uncon¬ 
troverted  Tenet:,  and  it  is  the  Part  of  the 
Opponent,  that  would  difpolfefs  me,  to 
fhew  the  Weaknefs  and  Invalidity  of  my 
Title. 

And  now  fince  I  have  demonfirated,  as  I 
conceive,  by  the  cleared;  Evidence,  tlrit  the 
Spleen  is  not  necelfary,  nor  of  any  impor¬ 
tant,  Ufe  to  the  Individual,  the  Confequence 
is  unavoidable  that  therefore  it  muft  be 
made  for  the  Service  of  the  Species,  by  af- 
filting  Procreation,  or  that  it  was  made  for 
no  Purpofe  at  all. 

Since  no  Man  that  believes  the  Perfections 
of  the  Divine  Being,  will  allow"  that  fuch. 
an  intelligent  and  Wife  Author ,  wall  ^ad 
without  an  End  that  he,  wdio  has  feariul- 
Jv  and  wonderfully  contrived  the  Fabrick 
of  Man’s  Body,  has  framed  fo  confiderable 
and  eminent  a  Bowel  as  the  Spleen,  for  no 
Funriion  and  no  Service  to  the  Individual: 
It  muft  therefore  undeniably  follow,  that 
he  made  it  to  be  a  fubfervient  Organ  to  the 
Propagation  of  the  Species-,  and  that  which 
prepares  and  facilitates  the  Belief  of  t  us 
Pofition,  is  this  Reflediori,  that  all  the  other 
Organs  deflined  and  contrived  for  mat  End, 
are°fe parable,  and  to  be  extraded  from  the 
Individual  without  any  apparent  Prejudice 
to  Ion0-  Life  and  Health.  It  is  tnen  a  great 
•  F  2  Temp- 
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Temptation  to  conclude  that  the  Spleen, 
that  in  like  Manner  may  be  taken  out  of  the 
Body,  without  any  consequent  Injury  to  the 
Animal,  belongs  to  this  Clafs  of  Organs,  ap¬ 
pointed  and  defigned  for  the  Continuance  of 
the  Kind.  •  ^ 

I  have  broken  the  Ice,  and  attempted  to 
fhew,  how  this  Bowel  promotes  this  End, 
in  my  F.JJ'ay  on  the  Spleen ,  whence  I  have 
been  oblig’d  to  tranfcribe  forne  Citations  in¬ 
to  this  Difcourfe,  to  which  I  refer  the  Rea¬ 
der.  And  if  in  fuch  a  new  Hypothefis,  I 
have  not  at  firft  made  the  Matter  fully  clear 
and  evident,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  thofe 
that  follow,  will  be  more  fuccefsful  in  this 
Enquiry.  It  is  however  high  Time,  fince 
after  more  than  Twenty  Centuries,  even 
from  the  Times  of  JSfculaphis ,  to  this  Day, 
the  Enquiry  after  the  Ufe  of  the  Spleen, 
has  in  vain  exhaufled  all  the  Wit,  Learn¬ 
ing  and  Invention  of  Philofophers,  Phyfi- 
cians  and  Anatomiffs,  that  their  Succeilors 
fhould  at  length  turn  off  their  Thoughts 
from  any  farther  Refearches  of  this  Nature, 
and  fit  down  in  Defpalr  of  difcovering  any 
important  Ufe  of  the  Spleen,  which,  as  in 
this  Differtation  I  have  demonftrated,  it  is 
impoffble  to  find  out,  in  refpeft  of  the  In¬ 
dividual.  It  is  but  reafonable  then  to  wiflt, 
that  they  would  but  employ  the  Twentieth 
Part  of  that  Time,  in  trying  if  they  cannot 
difcover  more  fully  the  Ufe  of  it,  in  refpecl 
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of  Generation ,  for  the  Sake  of  which  it 
muft  have  been  made,  or  it  was  made  in 
vain. 

And  now  to  recapitulate  what  I  have 
urged  in  this  Difcourfe.  I  have  (hewn  that 
the  Spleen  has  been  feparated  and  drawn 
out '  of  Courfers  by  the  Yerfians  and  the 
Hebrews ,  a  long  Time  before  Anno  Dorn. 
Hot  only  without  any  confequent  Damage, 
but  for  Advantage  j  that  the  like  Excifion 
was  pra&ifed  by  feveral  ancient  Phyficians 
on  their  Patients,  with  Succefs  j  that  others 
of  the  Profeflion,  that  would  not  attempt  to 
remove  the  Spleen  by  Excifion,  or  extirpate 
it  by  adual  or  potential  Cauteries,  yet  en¬ 
deavoured  to  wafte  and  coniume  it  by  inter¬ 
nal  Remedies  •,  which  neither  the  one  nor 
the  other  would,  or  durft  have  attempted  on 
their  Patients,  had  it  not  been  a  notorious 
Practice  before,  to  cut  out  the  Spleen  of 
other  Animals  with  Safety.  And  Laftly,  I 
have  proved  that  modern  Anatomifts  have 
frequently  fubjefled  Dogs,  and  other  Brute 
Creatures,  to  the  fame  Operation ,  and  have 
given  likewife  feveral  Inftances  of  the  Ex- 
leftion  of  this  Organ  from  human  living 
Bodies,  among  the  late  Phyficians.  . 

Since  this  Hypothefis  which  i  have  laid 

down,  that  is,  that  the  Spleen  is  a  worth - 

lefs  Bowel,  and  unferviceable,  in  relpett  of 

the  Individual,  and  muft  be  formed  andde- 

ftined  to  promote  the  Propagation  and  Con- 
r  ^  -  tinuanee 
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tinuance  of  the  Species,  is  entirely  new  •  I 
am  not  fo  ignorant  of  human  Nature,  nor 
fo  unacquainted  with  Hiftory,  that  ffiew$ 
how  difficult  it  has  always  been,  to  eflabliffi 
an  unheard-of  Notion,  or  introduce  a  new 
Invention,  but  I  eafily  forefee  the  great  Refi¬ 
nance  that  will  be  made  to  what  I  have  here 
advanced :  Yet  if  this  Suppofition  is  raifed 
upon  the  folid  Foundation  of  Reafon  and 
Experience ,  it  will  by  degrees  make  its 
Way,  and  at  length  prevail  and  triumph 
over  all  Oppofition. 

And  now  to  put  an  end  to  this  Difcepta^ 
tion.  I  have  clearly  proved,  as  I  conceive, 
that  Animals  may  live  without  Detriment 
to  their  Health,  after  the  Excifion  of  their 
Spleen  •  and  therefore  th^t  Bowel  has  no 
Function  or  Office,  either  necefiary  or  ufeful 
to  the  Individual.  Let  my  Opponents,  on 
their  Parts,  give  as  full  Evidence  that  it  is 
not  poffible  it  fhould  be  fubfervient  to  the 
Propagation  of  the  Species :  And  if  they 
do,  what  will  they  gain,  but  this  undeniable 
Inference,  That  then  fo  large  and  curious  an 
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I N  C  E  the  writing  of  the  prece¬ 
ding  Pages,  Gabriel  Naudaus  tie 
Studio  Militari ,  came  to  my 
Hands,  who  oppofes  my  Afferti- 
on  concerning  the  Excifion  of  the  Spleen 
with  Safety.  He  afferts  the  fame  Thing 
with  Vef  alius ,  that  Erafifiratus  founded  his 
Opinion  of  the  Unufefulnefs  of  the  Spleen, 
upon  the  fabulous  Reports  of  the  People, 
that  it  was  a  Cuftoin  to  take  out  or  deftroy 
this  Bowel.  I  have  anfwered  this  before, 
where  I  fpoke  of  Vef  alius.  This  Author , 
however,  like  Vef  alius ,  offers  not  the  leaft 
Reafon  or  Argument  to  evince  the  Truth  of 
what  he  affirms  concerning  Erafifiratus , 
but  takes  to  himfelf  pofitive  and  dogmatical 
Airs,  and  without  one  Syllable  of  Proof,  is 
confident  of  his  Affertion,  as  if  jt  were  lelf- 

evident.  A  ftrange  Sort  of  Reafoner  this 
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that  forms  Conclufions  without  the  Help 
of  Premifes-,  defpifes  the  ftupid  and  trite 
way  of  producing  Reafons  to  make  good  a 
Fofition,  and  feems  to  think  there  is  no  oc- 
cafion  of  Proofs  and  Principles  in  Argu¬ 
mentation.  This  is  the  Cafe  of  Vefalius , 
and  this  Author,  in  refpect  of  their  Affecti¬ 
on  concerning  Er ajiftr atits .  Afterwards  he 
declares  his  Opinion,  that  the  Spleen  being 
extracted,  the  Animal  will  live  in  a  worfe, 
and  a  more  unhappy  Condition  than  before. 
By  this  he  plainly  acknowledges,  that  he 
may  live  after  this  Exfe&ion,  Nor  does  he 
tell  us  in  what  Refpecl  his  Condition  is 
more  unhappy  than  before,  and  therefore 
he  feems  to  know  nothing  of  the  Matter. 
This  Opinion,  however,  he  founds  upon  the 
Authority  of  Aritms ,  a  very  ancient  Phy- 
fician,  When  I  read  this  Citation,  I  was 
pretty  confident  that  Aritms  had  alferted 
no  fuch  Thing,  having  not  remembred,  up¬ 
on  reading  of  him,  any  Thing  like  it;  I 
perufed  however  that  Writer  again :  for 
'N and  ms  is  not  pleafed  to  quote  the  Page 
or  Chapter  where  it  is  *,  and  I  found  that 
what  before  1  fufpeded ,  was  really  true, 
that  no  fuch  Railage  was  in  Aritms’s  Book 
but  he  plainly  afferts  the  contrary,  Lib,  L 
C.  xiv.  where  treating  of  the  way  of  cu¬ 
ring  an  obfinate  Schirrous  Tumor  of  the 
en ;  u  If,  fays  he,  all  other 
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fail,  Igni  quoque  fimilibus  ad  molliendam  du~ 
ritiem  nth  or. 

Isaud&us  next  endeavours  to  prove  that 
the  Spleen  cannot  be  extirpated,  from  the 
Authority  of  Calms  Jurelianus ,  Lib.  IIL 
C.  4.  Cron,  paj] .  hienem  non  exfcindendum 
vel  urendum  voce  quidem  did ,  fed  non  item 
officio  comped ,  quia  tot  infignes  Arterias 
hahet ,  ut  id  fine  periculo  non  fieri  pofij'e  tnani~ 
feftwn  ejh  Here  again  is  a  wrong  Quota- 
tation  ,  for  Calius  gives  the  Reafon  thus 
Cum  uflio  fit  periculofa ,  nec  fieri  poteft  fine 
peritonai  vulnere ,  quod  ignis  vi  vexatum 
propter  nervofam  fubfi  anti  ant  mortem  affert . 
But  Firfl  let  it  be  obferved,  that  his  AC 
fertion  regards  only  human  Animals.  Se¬ 
condly,  And  that  only  by  Burning-,  for  the 
Reafon  Calms  gives,  retrains  it  to  that 
Operation.  Thirdly,  That  he  brings  no 
Instance  or  Experiment  that  the  Animal 
will  die  in  the  Operation. .  Fourthly,  This 
is  only  to  fet  up  an  artificial  Reafon  againfl 
Matter  of  Fad  well  attefted.  Fifthly,  The 
Objedion  lies  only  againft  the  Operation 
as  dangerous,  for  he  thinks  the  Animal 
cannot  furvive  the  Exfedion,  which  con- 
tradids  all  Experience.  Sixthly,  If  this 
could  not  be  done  on  Men,  it  might  how¬ 
ever  be  performed  on  other  Animals.  _  Se¬ 
venthly,  If  Naudaus  had  been  of  Opinion 

hat  it  could  not  be  done  on  Men  and 
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Horfes,  he  does  not  declare  that  it  is  im¬ 
practicable  in  other  Animals,  Dogs,  Cats, 
<&c.  and  if  he  had  added  that  likewife, 
yet  this  Author  was  neither  a  Phyfician 
nor  Surgeon  •,  and  therefore  the  Polition 
I  have  maintained  does  Hill.  remain  un~ 
fhaken:,  that  is,  that  from  all  Ages,  from 
jEfciilapius  to  Hippocrates ,  and  from  him 
to  this  Day,  no  Writer  in  Phyfick  or 
Surgery  has  afferted,  that  no  Animal  can 
furvive  the  Excifion,  or  confuming  of  his 
Spleen,  and  continue  in  a  good  State  of 
Health. 

This  Writer  brings  indeed  another  Au¬ 
thority  from  Riolanus,  and  affirms  that 
eminent  Anatomift  has  declared ,  that 
Animals  cannot  live  without  the  Spleen. 
The  Words  he  quotes,  as  thofe  of  Rio- 
Janus ,  are  thefe:  Hegat ,  fays  he,  exempto 
Liene  vivere  Animalia  pojfe  but  he  men¬ 
tions  not  the  Place  or  Page  where  thefe 
Words  are  to  be  found  in  Riolanus  and 
this  likewife,  as  I  believe,  is  another  falfe 
Quotation.  For  though  I  have  not  that 
Author  by  me,  yet  I  find  that  another- 
guefs  Writer  than  Hand  arts  ,  has  cited 
Riolanus  on  this  Subjed  far  otherwifej 
and  that  is,  the  learned  Bochart ,  who 
tells  us  that  Riolanus  in  A?ithropol.  Rib.  II. 
C.  23.  which  I  have  mentioned  in  the 
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Rojfetus  declares  that  the  Turks  burnt  out 
the  Spleen  of  their  Raqe-Horfes,  (  Curfores  ) 
and  that  he  had  heard  the  fame  from 
others,  but  could  not  learn  the  Manner  of 
their  Operation  •,  nor  does  he  exprefs  ary 
Disbelief  of  the  Facl.  But,  his  true,  he 
does  not,  he  fays,  give  Credit  to  the  Story 
of  Tueonarclus  Tioravantus ,  who  affirms , 
that  a  Woman  greatly  afflided  with  the 
Spleen,  was  cured  by  a  Surgeon  that  took 
it, out.  But  that  is  but  a  Single  Cafe,  and 
perhaps  related  with  fucli  _  Circumdances, 
that  this  Spleen  weighed  Thirty-two  Pound, 
or  fuppofe^  it  but  Twenty-two  Pound,  or 
that  perhaps  he  had  not  the  Reporter  in  any 
great  Efteem  for  his  Veracity,  though  other 
yery  accurate  Phydcians,  as  Ttmuller  fays, 
gave  Credit  to  it  •,  but  be  that  as  it  will, 
what  is  this  to  the  Affertion  of  NaruUus, 
that  Riolanus  declared  that  it  was  not  pof- 
fible  for  Animals,  any  Animals,  to  live  af¬ 
ter  the  Extindion  of  their  Spleen,  when  he 
only  difbelieves  the  Thing  in  one  In ftanec 
of  a  Woman y  when  in  the  fame  Place  he  ( 
does  not  diftruft  the  Narration  of  RoJJetm 
concerning  the  Tffiftotn  of  the  Turks ,  in 
cutting  out  the  Spleen  of  Running  Horfes> 
And  now  I  may  well  affirm,  that  the  Epi¬ 
thets  of  fabulous  and  ridiculous,  which 
our  Author  fo  freely  and  raffily  bellows  up¬ 
on  Hidories  fo  well  attefted,  will  recoil  up- 
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on  himfelf  to  his  great  Dishonour.  It  is 
fufficient  to  fuftain  my  Hypothefis,  if  I  can 
prove,  and  I  hope  I  have  done  it  effeftu- 
ally.  That  the  Spleen  may  be  extra ded 
from  the  Individuals ,  at  lcafl  of  fome 
Species  of  Animals,  without  any  fenijble 
Detriment. 

f  I  N  J  S. 
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I.  I  R  Richard  Blackmon’s  Treatife 

of  Confumptions,  and  other  Di- 
ftempers  belonging  to  the  Bread 
and  Lungs,  under  the  following 
Heads ,  viz.  I.  Of  the  Nature 
and  Properties  of  a  Confumption, 

II.  Of  the  Caufes  of  a  Confumption.  III.  Of  the 
Progrefs  of  a  Confumption.  IV.  Of  the  fevcral 
Sorts  and  Species  of  a  Confumption.  V.  On  Con¬ 
fumptions  Hereditary  or  Accidental.  VI.  Original 
and  Secondary  Confumptions.  VII.  Of  an  Atrophy, 
Seft.  II.  i.  The  Method  of  Cure.  2.  The  Method  of 
Cure  when  Blood-fpitting  threatens  a  Confumpti¬ 
on.  3.  Of  the  different  Fevers  that  attend  the 
different  Stages  of  this  Difeafe.  4-  Of  $ 
Milk.  5.  Of  the  Change  of  Air.  6.  Of  the 
Ufefulnefs  of  Exercife  in  a  Confumptive  Habit. 
r.  Of  Exercife.  8.  Of  Rules  about  Meats  and 
Drinks.  9.  Of  Iffues,  whether  Ufeful  in  a  Con¬ 
fumptive  Habit.  Seft.  III.  Of  the  other  Difeafes 
that  belong  to  the  Lungs  and  Cheft  of  the  Body; 
and  1.  Of  a  Pleurefy.  2.  Of  an  Epyema.  3.  Of 
a  Peripneumony.  41  Of  a  Tomica.  5 •  Of  the 

other  Species  of  Coughs,  diftindt  from  that  which 
‘  accom- 
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accompanies  a  Confumption.  6.  Of  Catarrhs.- 
7-  Ol  an  Afthma.  8.  The  Method  of  Cure  in 
an  Afthmaj  Sc.  The  Second  Edition.  Price 


II.  A  Treatife  of  the  Spleen  and  Vapours,  or 
Hypochondriacal  and  Hyfterical  Affections. 
With  Three  Difcourfes  on  the  Nature  and  Cufe 
of  the  Cholick,  Melancholy  and  Palfies,  under 
the  following  Heads  ;  Qvtz.')  i.  Of  the  Structure 
of  the  Spleen*  2.  Of  the  Ufe  of  the  Spleen* 
3.  Of  the  Symptoms.  4.  Of  the  antecedent 
Caufes  of  the  Hypochondriacal  Affeftions, 
Sett.  II.  Of  the  Method  of  Cure  in  Hypochon¬ 
driacal  AffeCtions.  2.  Of  Hyfterical  Affections. 

3.  An  Enumeration  of  Hyfterick  Symptoms. 

4.  Of  the  Method  of  Cure.  Se6f.  III.  Of  the 
Cholick,  Melancholy,  and  Palfy.  1.  Of  the 
Cholick.  The  Method  of  Cure  in  the  Cholick* 

2.  Of  Melancholy.  The  Method  of  Cure. 

3.  Of  the  Palfy.  1.  Of  the  different  Sorts  of 
Palfies,  and  their  diflerent  Caufes.  2.  Of  the 
Method  of  Cure.  3.  Of  partial  internal  Palfies. 
Never  before  published.  Written  by  Sir  Richard 
Blackmore ,  Knight ,  M.  D.  and  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Phyficians  in  London.  Price  4 

III.  The  Art  of  Midwifery  improved,  fully 

and  plainly  laying  down  whatever  Inftruftions  are 
requifite  to  make  a  complete  Midwife ;  and  the 
many  Errors  in  all  the  Books  hitherto  writteii 
upon  this  Subject  clearly  refuted.  Illuftrated  with 
38  Cuts,  curioufly  engraven  on  Copper-plates,  re-* 
prefenting  in  their  due  Proportion,  the  feveral 
Politions  of  a  Fc?tus,  Sc.  Written  in  Latin  by 
Henry  a  Dav  enter.  Made  Englijh.  To  which  is 
added  a  Preface,  giving  fome  Account  of  this 
Work,  by  an  eminent  Phyfician.  The  2d  Edition. 
Price  6  s.  IV.  A 
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IV.  A  general  Treatife  of  Midwifery,  under 
the  following  Heads,  viz.  i.  Of  the  Generation 
of  Man.  2.  How  a  Woman  with  Child  ought  to 
be  governed,  3.  What  is  to  be  done  in  Time  of 
Labour.  4.  How  a  Woman  is  to  be  ordered  af¬ 
ter  her  Delivery.  5.  Of  Dieting  and  Ordering  a 
new  born  Child.  6.  Of  the  Choice  of  a  Man- 
Midwife,  and  of  Nurfes,  both  for  the  Mother 
and  Child.  Faithfully  tranllated  from  the  French 
of  Monfieur  Dionis ,  firft  Surgeon  to  the  late  Dau- 
phinejfes ,  and  fworn  Mafter  Surgeon  at  Paris , 
Svo.  Price  $  s. 

V.  A  Phyfical  Difcourfe  on  the  Wonderfuj  Vir¬ 
tues  of  C  O  L  D  WATER  in  the  Cure  of  the 
Gout,  Stone,  Cholick ,  Hoarfenefs,  Swellings, 
Green  Wounds,  &c.  Tranllated  from  the  Latin 
of  Herman  Vander  Hey  den,  an  eminent  Phyfician 
of  Ghent.  The  Second  Edition.  Infcrib’d  to 
Sir  Richard  Steel,  Knight.  Price  1 5. 

N.  B.  This  is  that  fcarce  Treatife  which  is  fo 
particularly  quoted  and  referr’d  to  by  Dr.  Hancccke , 
in  his  Febrifugum  Magnum,  where  he  fays  he  was 
enquiring  after  it  no  lefs  than  Twenty  Years. 

VI.  The  Critical  Hiftory  of  England,  Ecclefi- 
ftical  and  Civil ;  wherein  the  Errors  of  the  Mon- 
kilh  Writers,  and  others  before  the  Reformation, 
are  expofed  and  corrected  :  As  are  alfo  the  Defi¬ 
ciency  and  Partiality  of  later  Hiftorians.  And 
particular  Notice  is  taken  of  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Grand  Rebellion,  and  Mr.  Archdeacon  Echardd s 
Hiftory  of  England.  To  which  are  added,  Re¬ 
marks  on  fome  Objections  to  Bilhop  Burnet's  Hi¬ 
ftory  of  his  own  Life  and  Times. 

Juft  publijhed  the  Fourth  Edition  of  _ 

VII.  The  Secret  Hiftory  of  Europe ,  in  FoOr 

Parts,  compleat.  Gonfifting  of  the  moft  private 

AttairS} 


or 

Affairs,  tranfadfed  by  all  Parties  for  50  Years  pafts 
Extracted  from  the  moft  authentick  Memoirs,  as 
well  Printed  as  Manufcript.  With  a  large  Appen¬ 
dix,  containing  Original  Papers,  Speeches,  and 
the  Proceedings  upon  the  Earl  of  Dauby’ s  Im- 
'  peachment.  An  Account  of  the  Earl  of  Clarendon’s 
Impeachment,  with  the  Refolutions  in  Parliament 
againft  him  after  his  Flight.  Sir  John  Fenwick’ s 
Attainder,  Sc.  Price  12.?. 

VIII.  The  Roman  Hiftory  of  Cains  Velleius  Fa - 
ter  cuius.  In  Two  Books.  Tranflated  from  the 
Oxford  Edition,  and  collated  with  all  the  former 
ones  of  Note.  To  which  is  prefixed  a  Character 
of  the  Author  and  his  Writings.  Extracted  from 
Monfieur  Bayle^  and  others.  The  2d  Edition.  By 
S Thomas  Newcomhe ,  M.  A.  Chaplain  to  his  Grace 
the  Duke  of  Richmond. 

IX.  Twenty  Eight  Sermons  and  Difcourfes  up¬ 
on  plain  and  practical  Subjects,  very  ufeful  to  be 
read  in  Families,  under  the  following  Heads,  QvizF) 

1.  Godlinefs  the  Defign  of  the  Chriftian  Religion. 

2.  Of  the  Wifdom  and  Goodnefs  of  Providence. 

3.  Of  Religious  Melancholy.  4.  Of  the  Im¬ 
mortality  of  the  Soul.  5.  Of  the  Neceffity  of 
Holinefs  in  order  to  Happinefs.  6.  Of  the  Truth 
and  Excellency  of  the  Gofpel.  7.  Of  good  and 
bad  Examples.  8.  Of  Publick  Prayer  and  Thankf- 
giving.  9.  Of  the  future  Judgment.  10.  Of 
Faith  and  Works.  11.  Of  fetting  God  always 
before  us.  12.  Of  perfecting  Holinefs  in  the  Fear 
of  God.  13.  Of  doing  Good  to  all  Men.  By  the 
Right  Reverend  Dr.  'John  Moore ,  late  Lord  Bifhop 
of  Ely ■  Publifh’d  with  a  Recommendatory  Pre¬ 
face  to  each  Volume,  by  Samuel  Clarke ,  D.  D. 
fbeftor  of  St.  James’s  IVcftminfier. 
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